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B> Trumpet 2-3... .2 Double Bass f........ \ .
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PROGRAM NOTE 0

The sights and sounds of the holiday season have always captivated
myself returning to the wonder of Christmas and the imagery of t

Steve Parson shares this insight into his arrangement:

works reveal m istic influences and themes, | often find
embered from od. While much of my Yuletide-themed

output has been in the realm of choral music or musical theatre, to create a orchestral piece that would encapsulate all of
the memories that inspire me about this time of year in the manner o et holiday film s

L /
As the work unfolds, picture yourself soaring throug Nk idoscope of lights below, the sound of sleigh bells
echoing across the landscape. From tom e e brief hints of familiar ¢arols and steeple bells carried on the breeze until we see
a bright star heralding the dawn of Chris i e, dis

ideas. Still, it seemed e to include some quotes from traditional carols throughout, so

n tunes app@

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

As might be expe features many layer, cussion parts. It's essential to ensure these elements are carefully balanced dynamically
so they contribute

they still have a bi

ithout taking over. you don’t have a set of crotales, I'd recommend substituting bells with brass mallets so

to ull with many unison rhythms and octave doublings, so make sure they articulate cleanly (but that
and string sections carry the foreground material. I've tried to support this effort with careful dynamic

at lapsed one myself) can sometimes get carried away!

| %so
e you enjoy With Jayfw Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect. @@%\

(Bio on page 19)
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ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Steve Parsons is an award-winning composer, orchestrator, and music director. Among his many composing credits
are: Evensong (for Choir and Orchestra), Distant Thunder, Seascapes, Frankenstein: The Puppet Opera (Translations
Art Gallery), Visions (an oratorio), College Slam (video game, Akklaim), and numerous commissions for symphony
orchestra, wind ensemble, and choral ensembles.

An experienced arranger for marching bands and show choirs throughout the United States and Canada, many of his
original works and arrangements have been featured in national championships and state contest lists, including several
Outstanding Music awards at Bands of America finals, and numerous featured works on both J.W. Pepper’s “Edi
Choice” list, and Bandworld’s Top 100.

The Creative Career of Stephen Schwartz (consultant and contributor, Applause Books).

Steve has both Bachelor of Music and Master of Arts degrees in composition from Ken
Dramatists Guild of America.
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