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Composer’s Programme Notes:

FOUR BOWDON PORTRAITS (2016)

To those within...

Consisting only of slow movements, this reflective suite pays tribute to four famous musical
characters who were residents, at some time or other, of the leafy village of Bowdon in
Cheshire.

1.

Inglewood - The English composer John Ireland was born at Inglewood on St.
Margaret's Road in the summer of 1879. There is a plaque acknowledging his
birthplace on one of the gateposts — the house is now a residential home. He died at
Rock Mill, in Sussex in 1962 — the epitaph on his gravestone reads “Many waters
cannot quench love” and “One of God's noblest works lies here”. His lasting work
endures in his numerous songs and piano music where a rich mix of pastoralism and
subtle chromaticism make for an unpredictable, essentially gentle, @und world. In my

tribute, much is made of modulation to unrelated keys, giving se of restlessness
to events.

Lesser Thorns - This was the Bowdon h of as Pitfield (1903-1999) a
polymath, equally at home drawing and pai@a was composing and writing,
amongst other diverse pursuits. Sadly Les h

nQ IS no more, the site having been
demolished after Pitfield's death to ac mod& a more modern construction. It is
the sadness of this loss that | have t@ (o] c‘%lure here.
O @

Laurel Mount - The violinist Q&'B@\y (1851-1929) was born in Russia coming
to England via Europe and fmeri teach at the Manchester College of Music
(becoming Principal in 1 nde@réct the Hallé Orchestra. The modern day RNCM
boasts its very own Brodsky. rqstaurant! In 1881 he premiered Tchaikovsky's Violin
Concerto under the baton ojRXhter. His Bowdon residence, Laurel Mount, stands to
this day, along with qu§ que, and it was an easy decision that this movement
should feature a soIoe)@ — there was no other possibility!

Hallé Orches tween 1899 and 1911. His house in Bowdon stands on The Firs
and (like Brodsky's) has a blue plaque to commemorate the fact. His image suggests
a 'rather stolid and static personality' and there is a sense of grim determination and
single-mindedness about this closing movement.

The Firs - Hans’ﬂaichter (1843-1916), the Hungarian born conductor, directed the

© 2017 Martin Ellerby

“Into my heart an air that Kills from yon far country blows: what are those blue remembered
hills, what spires, what farms are those? That is the land of lost content, | see it shining plain,
the happy highways where | went and cannot come again.”

- A. E. Housman

Performance Notes — Richard Howarth:

Because of the divisi (a minimum of four cellists is required), careful balance will ensure all
the strands are heard.



Martin Ellerby

Martin Ellerby was born in Worksop, England in 1957. After graduating from the London
College of Music he studied composition with Joseph Horovitz and counterpoint with W. S.
Lloyd Webber at the Royal College of Music. Following this he studied privately with Wilfred
Josephs later becoming the composer’s amanuensis.

He has written in most forms including several sinfonias and concertante works, music for
strings, several instrumental sonatas and suites, songs and choral music including a Mass
for choir and orchestra. He has also written test pieces for all the key brass band contests
(Tristan Encounters, Elgar Variations, Genesis, Electra etc.) and much repertoire for concert
band (Paris Sketches, Venetian Spells, Meditations, Via Crucis, etc.). Additionally he has
composed examination and sight reading material for the Associated Board of the Royal
Schools of Music (ABRSM) and other educational bodies and publishers.

His music has been broadcast and recorded all over the world by leading ensembles and
performed at prestigious venues including the Royal Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall, St.
Paul’'s Cathedral, Barbican and Wigmore Halls in London; Carnegie Hall and the Lincoln
Center in New York City; Leipzig’s Gewandhaus and St. Thomas Chur@ in Germany; La
Madeleine in Paris and the Sydney Opera House in Australia. has been twice
represented at the BBC Henry Wood Promenade Concerts at the (broadcast on BBC
Radio 3). A 7 year post as civilian composer-in-residence to t egimental Band of Her
Majesty’s Coldstream Guards resulted in much music for cific State events, Royal
occasions and overseas tours. &§ %)

Amongst his awards and citations are the . S. yd Webber Director’s Prize, the
Westminster Prize, the Arts Council of Grea{@Htaip\Qio Fund Award, an Allcard Award, the
George Butterworth and Norman Sykes ori nd Awards, the Freedom of the City of
London, the Royal Military School of 2 Dr. Martin Ellerby Class, the 2012 BUMA
International Brass Award (HoIIandE&a d, &is 60" birthday year (2017), the John Henry
lles Medal of the Worshipful Co of icians.

He holds a Doctor of Musical Arts ﬁe (DMA) from the University of Salford, an Honorary
Doctor of Letters Degree (Hon [@rom the University of West London and five fellowships.
He is the Artistic Director for, dio Music Company (London), External Examiner to the
Royal Air Force Music Semkr (RAF Northolt) and Honorary Principal of the Victoria College
of Music ExaminationsCSQa d. Overseas lecture tours include North and South America,
Europe and Australa% is hobbies include reading, films, walking and cooking.

Martin Ellerby has a website at www.martinellerby.com
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To those within...

FOUR BOWDON PORTRAITS

MARTIN ELLERBY

for String Orchestra

Edited by Richard Howarth

1. Inglewood

(John Ireland)

Berceuse (J =c. 54)
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2. Lesser Thorns

(Thomas Pitfield)

Canzona (J =c¢. 60)
div.

I I _H‘
M | 1 @— ) L)
ﬁ u 1N _—\
T T SN ) M
AHH!\A_‘ v
N8 TR I T o}
L %1 i
N | I
. (S
TR N
1| A _1
Onl w,vl
4
Q
00] [ N
H}J: N
i
1N
3
RS
=
2
=1
W S || \o g
(YIE =N AL 19
| || ¢
HEI N 1941 S
2
ST Ya NG
ik u g
N s ~ —
s - 2 v 3 o
M ) @ = S e )
2 S g g s - s
] S 3 2 S Z 2
¢ § ° L) DN o ] T UM N o
Mu. T o A
2L @ A~ N
NA e ¢ g
= = = 2 A
..lm = = o) o]
E E g 2
= S .m
> a

>

P sonore

Ay
~d ~ I P\\H ~d ~d
o7 B b | o] o7
e & e & _ﬁ \; S & e &
Fm 19N
m o
0 TR ,m i — TR i
\ MO ’ I -\ o |d NIl
>
T S QL N\ D |
| Y| (YRN >
Pu_ _ﬂ#\_
[ o
NEEL) ..u I _Af_
(1N
Ql
x
or Nl & I8 g
\uwv " >
e,
U. ﬂf
i V3 N
i 9
1
—
11 &v_ _A.v
v v [ 1
® 3 g _A & 90’8 ||lo

Vin. 1

Vin. 11

Vla.

Ve.

mp



12

T ] ﬁ
\\W | A Il HJ.
(
1 A || m %#Q\l
(&)
il %
Ll 0,
| A Ko
i i _Q\L_ . AR N f Q
1 7 70
. ( O / mv%
jvww o Oxhw‘ \@ o\
il §
_ = ~ %) 2,
] 1 i _ﬁ ]
I os TNk
Al 0
" i _QMH 2 .\ G "
..vW hv W 0 FW
ngn@ NG = 5 o A
w m g S 3

[NV

bz

=

he o
N—

»
———— | plegato

L)
| 100
-~
[}
Q\ 4 | PN (TN [I§ 1A \J e N
* % N
v ‘Yv “H
/ |
o, S TR i
\ Oé L H—
/ |
€
il (
' N _\on D | \JE|
el
g _A.‘ g
B " 4 g K]
[ 5 BT R
o N N N N
~\ 74
= = < o] =
= . = > =)
s £ g



13

Soli

Vin. II

TT7Te N
L )

M ' _HA. Q- V||
| — il
ﬁ\év

I e J\_ N 0 i~
I , %
nt J | @«0
(Y8 f
vV

WU s e ' o N 10,

I W+

M| e 7 )

IS [ ]|
<, ~)s. ( S s 3%
TN § m § oQ/ & & .\\.
e 4 \
r== | A R==
ALY N = v
H\Av
[TTe1
;m#_ s
0 s H P TR
lHH_.' i khﬂl
il
[ 1N
1 e N d o/ 8
NH‘ m il
TTTeI1
1S LA pili I
i [ %a\l

[TTe

e i e 59 STl0 i

Yo NG o ™ W y

= S > a
£ >

21

\.F
INA N I'4 )
AN b Nf\ A
N & vl ﬁ; S W N 1
sz xg N %
| 7] & w_
)
. 1l e —w/ oR\Val L
Ay v p== v v ATY
B = = x| ALY == == ==
R== R== v B= R== R==
AN Xy == e s AT
\\. )
il i}
ol (1l _\fH - L)
' L
N
N e | - TTTe
°
™ w2
Y — _|
mJ.
Jalll N | W N alll
ol
n/ | N
I B
T 0 || ol
Q 1
i (Il
ﬁ.& ;
N g 9 \I8
m 2~ 11
18 XO s — | W
[ \
T T ¥
el
| .v}; T " QL b QL
| Y /v
T8 d_ s
TITe T L Na i
R== R== v B= R== R==
AN XN == m% m% WM
N N @0 N N N
\
E z = = a
> =




14

(
| MR _ﬂ Il M | ML
, (
S _Fw o M
g A.r 2 g B
T S ‘4L =R 5 |lol i
. i
o
N ff m. OQ ol
Nl
\\HW_ A K ) &JV N
_ q [, 3
n A
) A L nhnq B 0
[ 18I
_N L d__
' ' _\ Q_ WL NI
T
L Aﬁ 0 QL
| H\ [
A o
1 1
M o7
|
_ ol ™le 1
(R Nep A

RinL ﬁ.\}
(YHAR
N
(TTe1
111 o Mﬁ 73 a Juin
EN “ [ %}
T [¥a A
Nl
. s s 3
(VI (Y (YAl ] ] R 0 s AN
e
.
ﬂ.PH—
ol
o
T.w
St Y S [k TR
L) \f
s L &0 It s
AL N I~e \fr} N b
ﬁ__
[y
(YHAR
il
< iy T oo
’ Q_.. T8 Nl
\
,.w W ) ol [ Lhmw\.
T g N
i @v\ 5 | _ ‘H o [l ‘A |
Panll \
< 7N 1| WL
TN
b YRl M | ||
1)
AJ
™ ol 0 QL
- i u gy
g Ay v Ay
XY == == == ==
B R== R== R==
N X v i va v v
o NEe NEe ™ ™ ™
N ) G G ap
.IU et < < ..D.
E 2 > > a
> =



15

®

17

|

>
&

ive

>
&

&
e

LY

NV ¥ 9 o \

mf espressivo

o
hul

o T

[ £anY

Vin. I

D J

mp legato
unis.
arco

19
v

~

Y
) )

A4

\

X

>y
®

)

PP \

R 77

il
nf
mf

mp Lv.

—

mp

mp

pizz.
[N

—_—_— mf

o~

N
LT

—

7

Py

& N d

oA _ -
0 T
J O il B
L 9 B

W
p’ AR . Pr.l
l-#uﬂn I

Y 40

)7 L. #~

Vin. 11
Vla.
Ve.
Db.
Vin. 1
Vla.
Ve.
Db.



16

] N
( %
Wt Q ) _
.“ v
QL \vIEEN | .Tg K [
[ 18
>
o S el iy Vil
)

C I el ( .
IR s el M| SE-EMIEN
sl et Kt ool &\ o

E &
il | 14 “\ i t
(Il ||
i W] | .
\A \‘
ol a 1¢
( (!l
\ ( ol BNy —wnlL oLl
(aY il ) NN (2l inul Yoyl (2l inul
h o
19 A 14 AfL_ ( |
kY ;
Nl | | ol I
(YIN
Vil I “
A | A | .
ol | il “ = L il
*H (
o [ e Gl el s
ulll 2 (Ml E SIS e TR
<N : A { A
= = 2 g A
= s -

-

v

e

=
’mf>—— ’;L_p< mf>

\ul i~
(YR 2a
Nllen .
ST | _ _ _ _
)
Sl
4 X
L RIAJ )]
A Ul 3 A )
_ u 5 \g
L) \\p.mJ kS| 47 fmJ
o ]len
.- ul/
=)
wn
pm ~y ) N AN 1 1 1
=)
wn
= I le
Z \
1 1 _|D N
. <
¢ TN
e
N g
0\ - wm Y|
*% ' 21N T e P
‘\v I R
o E E z 1y
@\ 5 5 | B _ _
A I e e
/ g Ku# AJ\
1 ] s Tk
LIl g ]l e
Sl B ElHe B3 1Y
AL -+ i i aal iy
SN N e 0
£ p Z = =
> =



~
o
_H I _ﬁd _H\
] 1 (T ¥ (.
I _ﬁ .’H—_ _m _—1
¢ T T ) N
xftﬁv v #“h A
IR TN Nell — M o/ o}
w Wl G
LINE Hi ol I Irre
\§ i S
_ %,
U | N 1N .«\.\J
s
_n _1 .»0
L1 \ S
A J
&L 00) JEN — T
M\J._ Y
el u'u
_DF L
q1 i\ 1_ Y
L —Toal il / B /99 o
>
S e AL N
Piﬁ_
o | S
A\ 1\
S eleall] ol
S
) S
8 = 3 g Z Sz s £ 2
qdld f Sold s S| Mol M B0
E <N mu e Hn.p A~ ~
5 I 2 G N i
£ = = = a
> =

a niente

coup Cll|[ol16> 100 cogld D) o
MO TR N\ [\ N
> 5
qd T ST \ B\ R S B [ NI D |
m .u_ (Y >

d [ _AF\

u | Alv\

| q b | N 11

o [ {n N (Yl

. (

@Q J
Q .%?1 o[\ ol N & \ o

N
O N Q€ >
eo N
"0
(1
C\u\ b A
| HUF LI NCH
Y’

A

e v I HH _A.v

v ) L 1
e e Nlle 20 e Ve
w%@v < 2 w o
= = A

Vin. 1

Vin. II

mp



18

3. Laurel Mount

(Adolph Brodsky)

Fantasy (J =c. 54)
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