MEM110

Martin Ellerby

A BRIDGEWATER SERENADE

(Tributes for String Orchestra)

for String Orchestra

Duration: c. 16 minutes

%]
L
Parts available: PDF Files MEM105A (Q(b
Special Order MEM105B @)
Hire MEM105C &
45 %)
Please contact via www.martinellerb36®1 Q
< \
> &°
O K

Recorded on:

Mu% r St&&chestra
%N ng Orchestra

Q d by Richard Howarth
ﬁ\/l Recordings

Cat. No. MEROO6

Available from www.martinellerby.com

© 2016 MEM Publications

MEN

Publications

www.martlnellerby.com



Composer’s Programme Notes:

A BRIDGEWATER SERENADE
(Tributes for String Orchestra) (2016)

To Mr Ben Bridgewater

The seven movements of this light hearted set of miniatures pay tribute by means of allusion and suggestion to
the various composers contained within. They are not meant to be copies of these composers’ styles but rather
brief salutes to a group of them | have felt to have contributed enormously to either British string music or 'light
music', as a once reverential term described it. They are as follows:

1.

Caprice (Edward Elgar) — despite his towering contribution to the repertoire in its grandest forms, Elgar
wrote a good deal of light music all of which is of the highest quality. | have endeavoured to capture his
essential 'English' sound in this opening movement.

Barcarolle (Frederick Delius) — the rich sound that Delius delivered in his miniature tone poems is
referenced here though the closing cadence refuses to allow a glowing sunset — more of a sigh before

night falls. @

Fughette (Gustav Holst) — this lively movement, using fugal devices, par Holst's own excursions
with the fugue notably to be found in his popular St. Paul's Suite. In 20, @M/as the happy recipient of a
Holst Award to help commission my Cabaret Concerto. Thanks, Gust

Tristesse (W. S. Lloyd Webber) — | studied with this composer: e RCM in London — he was the finest
contrapuntalist | ever met! However, in his per I life a sad, essentially gentle figure, his own

highly romantic music (for example the se ne Aurora) considered out of time and place.
My own effort, as here presented, is tinge@h sadérather than being a ceaseless elegy.

Aquerelle (Percy Faith) — Faith w @ery s;%(asful arranger during the golden period of light music. |
was very much attracted to hi f ch C counterpoint in the inner parts alongside a preference
for rich textures bordering on@over-r tic!

Vignette (William Wal&this,@s its inspiration from Walton's Death of Falstaff, music he wrote for
the 1944 film Heny ter mfde Into a concert suite. Although mine is not such a pure passacaglia as
Walton's, the @ e of thinually repeated motif is adhered to throughout. I'd like to think there is
something o@e 'air o&ancourt' about this particular movement, the field of which | have twice visited.

Caravelle (Eric (ﬁs) — arguably the king of British light music, Coates wrote some of the most
enduring tunes of his times and they still ring true today! My personal finale is a giocoso 'happy feeling'
affair with a central interlude where | attempt the grand melody myself. The music then returns to the
opening material to conclude in a mood of much joy and celebration.

| am aware that 'fughette'is an incorrect spelling (‘fughetta'is correct) but | fancied all the subtitled individual
movements, like the overall title, to end with an 'e' so there!

There is an intended link with the main title, which to all intents and purposes refers to the Bridgewater Canal in
my own locale, and the dedicatee of this work Mr Ben Bridgewater. Ben is a renowned heart surgeon who
receives the overall dedication of A Bridgewater Serenade for successfully taking apart and returning to health the
very composer of this work.

© 2017 Martin Ellerby

“Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive...” - William Wordsworth



Performance Notes — Richard Howarth:

Movt. 3 Playful. Strictly no rit. at the end.
Movt. 5 A feeling of one in a bar
Movt. 7 Short chords — divide the divisi if necessary. At letter [E], let the celli sing

through the texture joined by first violins at letter [F].
Martin Ellerby

Martin Ellerby was born in Worksop, England in 1957. After graduating from the London
College of Music he studied composition with Joseph Horovitz and counterpoint with W. S.
Lloyd Webber at the Royal College of Music. Following this he studied privately with Wilfred
Josephs later becoming the composer’s amanuensis.

He has written in most forms including several sinfonias and concertante works, music for
strings, several instrumental sonatas and suites, songs and choral music including a Mass
for choir and orchestra. He has also written test pieces for all the key brass band contests
(Tristan Encounters, Elgar Variations, Genesis, Electra etc.) and much repertoire for concert
band (Paris Sketches, Venetian Spells, Meditations, Via Crucis, etc.). Additionally he has
composed examination and sight reading material for the Associatetﬁard of the Royal
Schools of Music (ABRSM) and other educational bodies and publis @

His music has been broadcast and recorded all over the wo@ leading ensembles and

performed at prestigious venues including the Royal Al all, Royal Festival Hall, St.

Paul’'s Cathedral, Barbican and Wigmore Halls in Lon arnegie Hall and the Lincoln

Center in New York City; Leipzig’s Gewand ~Thomas Church in Germany; La

Madeleine in Paris and the Sydney se in Australia. He has been twice

represented at the BBC Henry Wood Pr n d ncerts at the RAH (broadcast on BBC
oser%\r

3

Radio 3). A 7 year post as civilian esidence to the Regimental Band of Her
Majesty’s Coldstream Guards res h music for specific State events, Royal
occasions and overseas tours

Amongst his awards and f?ﬁtlo Qe the W. S. Lloyd Webber Director’s Prize, the
Westminster Prize, the ou f Great Britain Dio Fund Award, an Allcard Award, the
George Butterworth g Sykes Memorial Fund Awards, the Freedom of the City of

ol of Music 2008 Dr. Martin Ellerby Class, the 2012 BUMA

London, the Roy 'ary . ,
International BrassNAwar, olland), and, in his 60" birthday year (2017), the John Henry
lles Medal of the Wor | Company of Musicians.

He holds a Doctor of Musical Arts Degree (DMA) from the University of Salford, an Honorary
Doctor of Letters Degree (Hon DLitt) from the University of West London and five fellowships.
He is the Artistic Director for Studio Music Company (London), External Examiner to the
Royal Air Force Music Services (RAF Northolt) and Honorary Principal of the Victoria College
of Music Examinations Board. Overseas lecture tours include North and South America,
Europe and Australasia. His hobbies include reading, films, walking and cooking.

Martin Ellerby has a website at www.martinellerby.com
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To Mr Ben Bridgewater

A BRIDGEWATER SERENADE

(Tributes for String Orchestra)
MARTIN ELLERBY

Edited by Richard Howarth
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2. Barcarolle

(Frederick Delius)

Valse lent (J =c. 86)
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3. Fughette

(Gustav Holst)
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5. Aquerelle

(Percy Faith)
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6. Vignette

(William Walton)

Quasi chorale (J =c. 56)

,.L= ¢ .LH
e 1 . .
| i
5 i
N n i S M
hana < S S
N $ S $
™ S 2 2 2
S Tl S ) $
U g MBS g (IS L
N9 s} ) S
N 3 S S
S Y S ],
S i S N
| JERR Y IS} ) )
S RS S
ot NN (] ] ML S D ||
d (
v —1 N _11
‘\\‘ |1 .‘
i |
[ v
T e \ T e )
e
ity
e TR T 7o T
‘.v
(VI TR
Hy |
[
1IN e i TR TR
\
(VI \J.\ \ 1 e e
TN
Jv
CHL TR
LYt Yo e
o NOe N N
- = = 2 2
£ = ] =) S
= =z - = °
> s < =
s 3
a

poco a poco crescendo

iw \
11 \\xv A\/r
( H_ /1 1
D
L)
'\ A.v A.v \| Q
A. it el & o
i ¥
Au & ] ﬁv [ /- | &
|| 1o
i .
(A
| T W howww hawww
P N o)

poco a poco crescendo

$ NS $ $
= N N =<
TN 8 LRI TGN S
§ ) ) S )
Lu S S |1 S 3
S L Q Q IS
R I S Ly
N N NS N
L s [ v s UM| s g
N w, L) w. W \IEE w.. \Il
| | [ v ﬁf. —1\1 —1\
Vil
e
] T ARG Y i
#A-
[ e u L [TT9(1
(|| T77e [ u Tl
[1e
ﬁ J./
L 1) || B o
paLY
il i
i
J
| ﬁ]\ _ A ek i
L _%HH [ w— M BERLAL
ol b A 18]
«.. & | W SEINIRS
m El.N .nhv AR N
SN N N G
E = = = a
- =



30

mf

nf

o/l N (AN
o] i u ; w— o o
| imN | ai
(i i TN Q] il
1) Nt | |
o dn g
—H. i v A _A H _m H
T n . . i
N Lm%u ]
\ /

o I d W o G o .
o 1 i qn @
”H\ N.l q o IR L\
o C.WNQFH.@. Q. “ pii - i ttw_mﬁ_
N
g_ ,@“@ G il _Juw i m,.
o Qomwa dH LI N (N
E@f 22 O T N
TR TR v
_JW;JU g &w_ N«..”ﬁv A < A () 1 I _Ml_

. FRINR Al i I aall 1wl e
i\\ il @ a_ o, OA\ . ﬂ Il
@ din A > J |
(. i Wi
A1/ 0 O i N il
AN NG . n, %.V\ n_m,n@v N . , . %




31

==

=
I & 3

1727
/ oo
W Qa 1
N ﬁ
) a q

<l m& L i i
JLis &

A ant Qi
S

Vin. II

CIR S R ™ TR & G & G R| R I
umnp > s ¥ > HR > wwww > —+all >
1)
e b bl N
1)
ov -
T o// [ u M || pac
T8 \1-¥ T N
)
)
ﬁt T i M || —To|| L
k) ~e [ u AD
i \i— (YN
D ‘Y
v/ il
\.vuv [ .f\ pa I
e il o
)
y
& alll| & | & || & . VAR
NL.N | 5 |
N N 2 N nip
- = & S ]
£ . = > a
> =



32

7. Caravelle
(Eric Coates)
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