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Notes from the Editor:

In this new arrangement set in 3/4 fime, the orchestra embarks on a journey fo
the island of Puerto Rico with a fun me|ody that gets shared across the orchestra.
Students will enjoy counting their 123s while learning about Puerto Rico and
the coJrchy me|ody o?/E| Coqui. A must-have fall, spring, or L atin-themed concerts
-Nicolds Repetto
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THE ARRANGER

Dion Morales (b. 1987) (pronounced: Dee-oan) was born, raised, and lives in
Chicago, lllinois, with his wife and two daughters. He began his orchestral
studies as a high school student at Lane Tech College Prep High School in
the Chicago Public School system. Didn received his-undergraduate degree
in music education from VanderCook College of Music in 2010 and for his
Master’s degree which he completed in 2021. He has taught elementary and
middle school orchestra in Des Plaines District 62 since 2010. Additionally, as

Y Ak of 2024, he is an adjunct professor of String Arranging and String Music
Educatlon at VanderCook College of Music, and as of 2025, he is String Editor for DogSmile Music LLC.

His journey as a composer and arranger started with the development of the “Composers of Color
Project,” through which he arranged for school orchestra programs, music written by minority composers.
The publication of the works from this project led to opportunities to add his own musical ideas to the
orchestral repertoire, including original educational compositions and music for various media projects. In
addition to writing for his own students, Dién has been commissioned by multiple schools and districts to
compose pieces for special events and performances. Dién has also had the honor of being a judge,
guest conductor, and clinician across the United States, where he uses his experience as an educator to
give students a positive and memorable experience. His full catalog, resume, and contact information can
be found on his website, dionmorales.com.

THE WORK

The coqui is a small frog native to Puerto Rico. At night, these frogs fill the air with continuous chirping that
sounds exactly like its name. The refrain of this song imitates the call of the coqui. There is evidence of
these small frogs existing on the islands for thousands of years. The Taino tribes that were native to the
island documented the existence of the coqui through many examples of cave paintings and carvings that
feature the:shape of a small frog.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

When arranging this piece | had 3 goals:

1. Teach/Reinforce Hook Bows. Students should work on making sure that the bow fully stops for both
notes in each hooked bow, but be careful to avoid choking the sound. Use plenty of bow for each'note.
Additionally there are a few phases that start with a hooked bow after and extended rest or playing
pizzicato, be sure that students start their bow at the tip at the moments. This helps to avoid accidentally
running out of bow or going in the wrong direction.

2. Teach/Reinforce 3/4 time. The beginner friendly note range and rhythms allow students to focus on
internalizing the feeling of 3/4 time and keeping a steady beat.

3. Share my culture! The island of Puerto Rico is full of unique nature and traditions that | hope to share
with all students. Fun Fact! Did you know that Puerto Rico is a territory of the United States? This means
that all the people born in Puerto Rico are United States citizens.



To my daughters: Arwen Janelis and Elara Katherine
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arr. Dién Morales
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