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THE COMPOSER

Doug Spata was born in St. Louis, Missouri. His interest in music composition
began at an early age and led him to study music theory, history and orchestration.
Though he is a clarinetist by training; his years of experience .asan orchestra
teacher have led him to compose primarily for strings. Mr. Spata’s first published
work, Gauntlet, has gone on to become one of the staples of the string repertoire
and several of his subsequent publication have earned the J.W. Pepper Editor’s
Choice award and have been short-listed as part of their “Basic Library.” Mr.
Spata’s music can now be found on nearly every state’s approved contest lists. His
: unique musical style and attention to pedagogical needs has made his works
favorites among teachers, students and audiences and his music has been performed around the U.S.
and the world. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. Spata has composed many other orchestral
and chamber works for ensembles of all sizes. He currently lives in Ohio.

THE WORK

Raise the banner and march into glory with Battle Colors, a triumphant work that channels the spirit of
medieval armies rallying beneath their flags.'Written to introduce players to the power and pulse of 6/8
time, this piece drives forward with a strong, steady beat and bold rhythms that capture the energy of
battle.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

- 6/8 Time - This piece is a great intro to the most common rhythms found in/6/8 time.

- Hooked Bow - When performing this hooked bow students should make sure the 8th note is clearly
articulated. The 2nd note is marked staccato to ensure that there is a clear separation between the 2
notes.

. Accent (>) - Add extra weight to the start of a note to emphasize an accented note. Don’t be afraid to
let the natural'weight of the frog give seme bite to the sound.
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