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THE COMPOSER

Dion Morales (b. 1987) (pronounced: Dee-oan) was born, raised, and lives in
Chicago, lllinois, with his wife and two daughters. He began his orchestral studies
as a high school student at Lane Tech College Prep High School in the Chicago
Public School system. Dion received. his undergraduate degree in music education
from VanderCook College of Music in-2010 and for his Master’s degree which he
completed in-2021. He has taught elementary and middle school orchestra in Des
Plaines District 62 since 2010. Additionally, as of 2024, he is an adjunct professor
of String Arranging and String Music Education at VanderCook College of Music

, | and, in 2025, he became the String Editor of DogSmile Music LLC. His journey as

a composer and arranger started with the development of the “Composers of Color Project,” through
which he arranged for school orchestra programs, music written by minority composers. The publication
of the works from this project led to opportunities to add his own musical ideas to the orchestral
repertoire, including original educational compositions and music for various media projects. In addition
to writing for his own students, Didn has been commissioned by multiple schools and districts to
compose pieces for special events and performances. Didn has also had the honor of being a judge,
guest conductor, and clinician across the United States, where he uses his experience as an educator to
give students a positive and memorable experience. His full catalog, resume, and contact information can
be found on his website, dionmorales.com.

o

THE WORK

A oath bound warrior of light, sworn to protect her kihngdom no'matter the cost. A Paladin is a natural
leader; often found on the front lines when conflict arises. The music of Paladin’s Oath mirrors both her
quiet moments of meditation and the fierce intensity of battle. The opening theme represents the sacred
vow that grants Serenya Dawnshield, our Paladin, her strength. This theme shifts and evolves
throughout the piece, with every section of the orchestra sharing in her story.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

- Viola Soli - The piece opens with a Viola section soli. If your Viola section requires support, cues have
been included in both Violin parts. Add as many players as needed to balance the sound of the
ensemble.

« Open String Harmonics - These harmonics are notated with a small circle above or below the
notehead. To perform the harmonic, gently place a single finger (I recommend 3rd or 4th) just barely
touching the string at the halfway point between the nut and the bridge. Proper hand shape and
technique should be maintained in the left hand: This is a great opportunity to set students up for
success with shifting. During the performance of harmonics the bow should stay light in order to help
create a crystal-like sound texture.

. @ Patterns - This rhythmic figure is used throughout this piece for each section as an
introduction to moving 16th note patterns. Each one of these patterns were carefully composed to
keep all three notes on a single string and are slurred, allowing for focus on the rhythm without having
to worry about string crossings.
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