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THE COMPOSER

Dr. Jeff Lipscomb currently teaches orchestra at four high schools in Kanawha
| County Schools, Charleston, West Virginia. These ensembles combine to form-a
larger group called Scorch, 'which has consistently earned superior ratings at
adjudicated festivals. He holds a Bachelor's degree in Music Education and a
Master’s degree in Music Composition from Ohio University, as well as a Ph.D. in
Music Composition with a minor in Orchestral Conducting from Louisiana State
University. A passionate advocate for creativity and technology in music
education, Jeff has presented on these topics at the West Virginia Music
; Educators Association conference. He is also the founder of Fire Hazard, an
ensemble that gives middle and high school students the opportunity to perform rock and pop music
on electric string instruments. His teachers have included Mark Phillips, Dinos Constantinides,
Samuel Adler, and John Beall. His music reflects an eclectic blend of influences, shaped by his broad
interests and experiences.

THE WORK

The Appalachian Mountains stand as one of Earth’s oldest witnesses — worn by time, shaped by rivers
and wind, and etched with the stories of generations. Ghosts of the Ancient Mountains gives voice to
that history, weaving a melody in the style of a traditional Appalachian ballad. Rooted in modal colors
and layered with imitative entrances, the sound is hauntingly beautiful. This piece captures the spirit of
mountains that have seen ages pass whispering their stories to those who will listen.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

- Legato - Stylistically this piece is all about creating smooth connections between notes and phrases.

- Ties - Throughout the piece ties are used to extend both melodic and harmonic material. Be cure to
play completely through the rhythms, maintaining the legato articulations.

- Dissonant Harmony and Suspensions - While playing through the piece you may notice a section
creating dissonance that moves and resolve after the rest of the orchestra. This is intentional. This
compositional technique creates unexpected tension and release. Be sure the resolution of each of
these is clearly heard.
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