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THE COMPOSER

Meagan Thorup is a dedicated music educator, conductor, and composer.
She holds both a bachelor's and master's degree in Music Education from the
University of Utah and has taught orchestra, Spanish, guitar, and other music
classes since 2010. Meagan conducts the Herriman Community Orchestra
and plays violin .with the Salt Lake Symphony and other local ensembles.
Meagan is passionate about good pedagogy and has presented at several
state and national ASTA and MEA conferences. Outside of music, she loves
gardening, spending time with her family, and going on long walks with her
dog, Coda.

THE WORK

Inspired by the composer’s love of Latin American music, Starlight Tango brings the energy allure of
tango to the string orchestra. The score incorporates special performance effects that echo the
traditions of tango ensembles; including tambor, chicharra, and latigo, giving players an authentic taste
of the style’s fiery rhythms and textures. Each section enjoys melodic moments of its own, making this
piece both.a showcase of independence and a musical dance under the stars.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

« Tambor (Drum) - Mute the strings by placing your second finger of the left hand on the D string-where
you normally play G# but you place the finger so the fleshy edge is near the G string. You then pluck
the G string hard enough so that the string bounces off your finger creating a dry drum-like sound.

« Chicharra (Cricket) - Place your bow at the frog, behind the bridge, on the winding of the D String
and add enough pressure to create low, scratchy tone. This tone mimics the sound of a cricket. The
chicharra is used throughout the work to add a touch of textural color. Make sure that your bow is well
rosined!

- Latigo (Whip) - A fast ascending glissando that covers the length of the fingerboard. Stylistically the
glissando starts slower and speeds up as you go higher.
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