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THE COMPOSER

Doug Spata was born in St. Louis, Missouri. His interest in music composition
began at an early age and led him to'study music theory, history and orchestration.
Though he'is a clarinetist by training, his years of experience as an orchestra
teacher have led him to compose primarily for strings. Mr. Spata’s first published
work, Gauntlet, has gone on to become one of the staples of the string repertoire
and several of his subsequent publication have earned the J.W. Pepper Editor’s
Choice award and have been short-listed as part of their “Basic Library.” Mr.
Spata’s music can now be found on nearly every state’s approved contest lists. His
unique musical style and attention to pedagogical needs has made his works
favorites among teachers, students and audiences and his music has been performed around the U.S.
and the world. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. Spata has composed many other orchestral
and chamber works for ensembles of all sizes. He currently lives in Ohio.

THE WORK

Experience the thrill of wandering through unfamiliar streets and discovering a city beyond its
landmarks. Inspired by a walk through London accompanied by the sounds of iconic 1980s British
synth-pop, this intermediate-level orchestra piece blends jagged rhythms and minor harmonies
with sleek, modern energy. Accessible yet stylish, it features an optional drum kit part that adds
rhythmic drive and color, making it a dynamic and engaging choice for any concert program.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

. Articulations: In order to reproduce the intended style, students must perform all articulations
as shown. Notice that some musical material is may be repeated but use a different articulation
when being restated

« Accent (>) - Using a fast bow; add extra weight to the start of a note to emphasize an
accented note..Many of the accents in this piece end a phase on an upbow. Don’t be afraid to
let the natural weight of the frog give some bite to the sound.
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