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THE COMPOSER

Bella Morgan (b. 2007) is a violist, composer, and student from Pickerington, Ohio. She
will be attending Miami University as a double major in Music Composition and
Chemical Engineering in the fall of 2025. Bella loves to listen to Tchaikovsky and

i Dvorak and often takes inspiration from the late-romantic period. In 2025, she had a
S 7' duet written for violin.and cello performed at the OMEA professional development

8 conference as part of the OMEA Young Composers Initiative, as well as a grade 4 string

performed by the Pickerington High School North Orchestra at the same conference.
8 Bella’s music aims to highlight the unique character of every instrument in an ensemble,
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while still maintaining musical balance and continuity. Her pieces often try to emphasize how individual
sections sound both independently and in collaboration with the whole ensemble. In the pieces she writes
for student ensembles particularly, she does her best to give each instrument an interesting part because,
as most viola players do, she knows what it’s like to play parts that feel a bit mundane.

THE WORK

Sail captures the spirit of freedom and ‘adventure through soaring melodies, energetic rhythms, and bold
dynamic contrasts. Designed to encourage exploration, this piece challenges players with a wide range
of notes and techniques while inviting them to create their own musical journey. A vivid and expressive
work that is both exciting to play and inspiring to hear.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

« Legato - All quarter notes rhythms and longer should be played as smooth and connected as
possible unless otherwise marked.

« Brush Stroke - 8th notes in “Sail” should be driving but not-heavy. This can be achieved by using a
brush stroke in the middle of the bow. A Brush stroke lightens the weight at the beginning and end
of each note giving a lighter sounder that includes length.

. F# vs F B - This piece is in C major but the composer alternate between F(N) and F# in order to
prove-harmonic color. Students should take care to use the correct fingering in order to achieve the
intended harmonies.
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