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A DIVIS ION OF

Note from the Editor
In orchestral music, there are ma ny editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download 
the free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.

x
extended position

-
shift

A, [, N
high or low fingerings

,
bow lift/reset

≥ ≥ or  ≤ ≤
hooked bowings

Grade Level: 2½

PROGRAM NOTES

The opera Carmen by French composer Georges Bizet premiered in Paris on March 3, 1875. The opera tells the 
tragic story of Carmen, a beautiful factory worker. First reviews were mostly critical and the public was generally 
unimpressed. Bizet died suddenly after the 33rd performance, unaware that his opera would eventually become 
one of the most popular ever written.

The overture begins with the music that is sung by the chorus in Act IV as they excitedly prepare for a bullfight. 
The famous “Toreador Song” is then heard (M55). It is a toast, sung in Act II, by the bullfighter Escamillo to his 
fellow bullfighters (“toreadors”) as a way to impress the beautiful Carmen.
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