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About the Composition
Hodie Christus Natus Est by Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621) is an extremely 
popular Renaissance a cappella choral work that has been transcribed for string 
orchestra. Although the work is usually associated with the Christmas season, it is 
a timeless piece that can be programmed at any time during the school year. The 
string parts mirror the voice parts, but are in the more comfortable key of G major, 
rather than the original B≤ major. String teachers may want to consult with their 
choral counterparts to determine if combining their groups might provide a unique 
experience for all of their students. 

All the string parts remain in first position. The work contains the less common alternating 
meters of ë and ò, and will provide students with insight into the unique rhythmic style of 
the Renaissance period. A piano part is included for rehearsal purposes. 

Performance suggestions: By listening to a recording of the original vocal performance 
and focusing on the lyrics, students will understand where to use a connected legato 
bowing style for running eighth-note passages and for the longer note durations, as 
expressed in the lyric “Ho-di-e, Ho-di-e” that alternates with a light detached style 
“No-e, No –e, No-e.” A most recent YouTube link is suggested here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2rAkZE5UU0

About the Arranger
Dr. Caputo is a free-lance trombonist in the south Florida area. Most recently, he was 
the trombone instructor at Florida Atlantic University, in Boca Raton, and adjunct 
professor in music appreciation at Palm Beach State University. He conducted the 
symphonic band at Palm Beach Atlantic University during the '08-09 school year. 
Prior to this, he instructed elementary string students for the Fairfax County Public 
Schools in Northern Virginia and was former adjunct advisor in Music Education at 
The Catholic University of America, in Washington, D. C. He has recently presented 
workshops at the Maryland Music Educators Conference, MENC Eastern Division, 
The Mid-West Clinic, The American String Teachers Association, and Virginia Music 
Educators In-Service Conference.

He has been an adjunct professor on the campus of Montgomery College in Rockville, 
Maryland, where he conducted the college community band, brass band, and jazz 
ensemble, served as the trombone studio teacher, and taught Music Fundamentals 
to non-music majors. He has taught graduate music education courses and the jazz 
ensemble at The Catholic University of America. He is a frequent guest conductor 
having conducted all-county jazz and concert bands for Carroll, Ann Arundel, and 
Charles Counties in Maryland. His work in the public schools spans elementary to 
high school where he has taught band, orchestra, jazz ensembles, as well as theory, 
music history and literature, electronic music, and guitar. He was the music supervisor 
for the Montgomery County Public Schools in Rockville, Maryland, from 1983 through 
May,1999.

Dr. Caputo has earned degrees from The Catholic University of America, the 
Manhattan School of Music, and the State University College, Potsdam, NY. His 
trombone studies were with Edward Herman, of the New York Philharmonic; Roger 
Smith, of the Metropolitan Opera, and John Marcellus, of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. He has studied arranging with Hank Levy, Towson State University, and Dr. 
Sandy Feldstein, past president of Carl Fischer Music.
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(1562-1621)
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UPCISBN 978-1-4911-4215-8
CAS95 —  Set
CAS95F —  Full Score
CAS95P —  Partswww.carlfischer.com

The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work  with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert String Orchestra
• Playable by advancing ensembles
• Expanded use of rhythms, ranges and keys but technical demands are still 

carefully considered
• More comprehensive bowing techniques
• Viola T.C. included
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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