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Note from the Editor
In orchestral music, there are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download the 
free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.
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Full Score � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �1
Violin I � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �8
Violin II � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �8
Viola� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �5
Cello � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �5
String Bass � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �5

Grade Level: 2½

Shaker Variations
Simple Gifts

Arranged by Jim Palmer

PROGRAM NOTES

Shaker Variations, by Jim Palmer, is a theme and variations on the familiar Shaker melody “Simple 
Gifts�” Each section has the opportunity to play interesting lines and a variety of styles� Rich 
harmonies will create a mature orchestral sound, and a strong ending makes this piece a great opener 
or closer to any concert or festival�

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Pay close attention to the dynamics to ensure the melodic material is always balanced� Strive for a 
smooth legato contrast in measures 23–61� Start building in measures 81 and 82 to play measures 
83–97 with maximum sound while maintaining a beautiful tone�

“Simple Gifts” is one of my all-time favorite tunes� I hope you and your students enjoy this theme 
and variations�
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