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A pastorale is a composition that invokes rural life and celebrates the countryside. This setting of 
the Pastorale movement of Corelli’s Christmas Concerto can take your students and audience to this 
picturesque landscape during the holidays. It was first performed around 1690 in the church of Corelli’s 
bishop patron at Christmastime but was not published until 1714 after the composer’s death. 

Set for today’s classroom String Orchestra, and arranged without solos or keyboard, this important 
baroque work is now much more assessable. Presented in the original time signature of 12/8 it works 
well in four allowing the conductor the ability to take musical liberty to stretch and pull some phrases. 
This is especially so before the recapitulation as well as the finale. The drones first in the lower voices 
and continuing in the violins are characteristic of pastorale music and can be played with a bit of 
separation from the bow or through vibrato. Careful attention was put on bowings and slurs which 
should be followed but the longer ties can be broken up as needed. This light and jovial piece will give 
your audience a vision of holidays past in the countryside of Rome, enjoy!

-Brandon Bangle

Pastorale
from Concerto Grosso Op. 6 n. 8 (Christmas Concerto)

About the Arranger
Brandon Bangle is a violinist, teacher, conductor, and composer from Richmond, 

Virginia. He received both his Bachelor of Music in instrumental music 
education and Master of Arts in teaching degrees from Christopher Newport 
University. He taught orchestra, guitar, and piano for Spotsylvania County 
Schools where he was a member of the Rappahannock Pops Orchestra and 
a conductor with the Rappahannock Youth Symphony. He then became 
Director of Instrumental Music at Montverde Academy, directing both band 
and orchestra and facilitating the opening of the Fine Arts Conservatory. 

Brandon currently resides in Orlando, Florida and is the Director of Orchestras 
at Olympia High School. His orchestras have consistently received superior 

ratings at both district and state assessments, and they have performed at an 
Orlando Magic basketball game and on the local news. Brandon is a member of the 

Central Florida Community Arts Symphony Orchestra, which he has also conducted, and was a conductor 
of the CFCA Young Artists Orchestra.
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