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About The Composer

Jeffrey S. Bishop is currently the director of orchestras and division coordinator of fine arts at
Shawnee Mission Northwest High School in Shawnee Mission, Kansas, a suburb of Kansas City.
Jeffrey has presented sessions at the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic and the
American String Teachers Association National Conference. He is in demand as a clinician, conduc-
tor, and composer across the country. He has served as on-line mentor for the Music Educators
National Conference Online Orchestra Forum. His articles have appeared in the first three vol-
umes of the GIA Publication “Teaching Orchestra through Performance,” the Instrumentalist
magazine, and Orchestra News. Orchestras from Shawnee Mission Northwest have consistently
earned the highest ratings at KSHSAA State Festivals and regional competitions across the country
and have appeared at the Kansas Music Educators Association In-Service Workshop and the ASTA
National Orchestra Festival.

Jeffrey’'s compositions for string orchestra, full orchestra, concert band, and choir have been commissioned and performed in the
United States, Mexico, and throughout Europe. The recipient of the 1997 National School Orchestra Association Composition
Contest Award with his “Symphony for Strings No. |,” Bishop has nearly one hundred pieces published by the Neil A. Kjos Music
Company, Wingert-Jones Music, C-Alan Publications, and Alfred publishing. Jeffrey’s music is marked by strong pedagogical influ-
ences along with a traditional style that is at times reminiscent of the Renaissance peri e values melody and structure and

as a conductor/clinician for region-

is B.S. in Music Education from Northwest Missouri State
University in 1993, Jeffrey and his wife SueZanne are the pr of two children, Aaron and Emily.

Jeffrey completes between three and five commissi divergent range of ensembles, from college/university/civic
orchestras to middle school bands and orchestras. Sa usic can be found online at his YouTube Channel, www.you-
tube.com/jeffreysbishop. For more informati mmission a piece for your ensemble, please visit www.jeffreysbishop.
com.

About The Composit

The Christmas Symphony was compOsed to brate the holiday season while also serving as homage to Haydn's famous
“Surprise Symphony.” Each movemen s Haydn'’s original, but in this treatment, Christmas carols serve as the thematic
material.

The third movement, Menuet and Trio (Allegro con brio), follows the traditional form of the title. “We Three Kings” serves as
the primary theme, and “I Saw Three Ships” serves as the secondary theme in the menuet. The trio section features “Bring a
Torch, Jeanette Isabella.” An audience pleaser, but also an excellent teaching tool for leaming form and analysis, this piece will
become a favorite during the holiday season!

Instrumentation List (Set C)

8 — Ist Violin
8 — 2nd Violin
5 — Viola
5 — Cello

5 — String Bass
| — Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available.

To hear a recording of this piece or any other Kjos publication, please visit www .kjos.com.
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The Christmas Symphony

Full Conductor Score Jeffrey S. Bishop (ASCAP)

Approx. performance time—4:40

(in the classical style)

III. Menuet and Trio

“We Three Kings,” “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella,”
and “I Saw Three Ships (Come Sailing In)”

Allegro con brio (In one, J= 176-184)
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Credit: The jacket and score photograph was taken at
Robertson & Sons Violin Shop, Inc., Albuquerque, NM. For more
information about their services, visit: www.robertsonviolins.com.

SO334F - The Christmas Symphony
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