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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Did you know that Jingle Bells can fit seamlessly with the Nutcracker March? How about Dance of the 
Reed Flutes and Deck the Halls? These are just two of the surprises that will delight your ears in this 
creative mash-up of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and classic Christmas carols. In Tchaikovsky’s ballet the 
main character Clara dreams of far-off places and wonderous sweets accompanied by the composer’s 
iconic music. In Christmas with the Nutcracker, arranged by Katie O’Hara LaBrie, one can imagine Clara 
waking up to the sounds of Christmas morning while visions from her dream still dance in her head.  

Notes to the Conductor 
This piece was commissioned by the West Potomac High School Orchestra and ArtSpire VA, and was 
performed along with original choreography by the West Potomac Dance Company for their 2022 
performance of The Nutcracker Ballet. It was designed to be placed right before Tchaikovsky’s iconic 
character, Clara, wakes from her dream, with the idea that perhaps visions from the land of sweets are 
intermingling in her head with the sounds and songs of the Christmas season that she is waking up to. 

The mash-ups included in this piece are: 

•   The Nutcracker March with Jingle Bells

•   The Arabian Dance (Coffee) with O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and a bit of Pat-a-pan

•   Dance of the Reed Flutes (Marzipan) with the Twelve Days of Christmas, Deck the Halls,
     and God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen

•   The Chinese Dance (Tea) with Joy to the World 

•   The Russian Dance (Candy Canes) with Joy to the World and Hark the Herald Angels Sing

A note about the Cello divisi - Depending on the strengths and balance of your orchestra you may 
want to divide the Celli with more players on the bottom part at measure 99 to highlight Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing, but then have more players on top to highlight the moving line at measure 107. 

Christmas with the Nutcracker
a Medley of Traditional Carols and Themes from Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker

About the Composer

Katie O’Hara LaBrie is an active conductor, composer, clinician, and cellist 
from Northern Virginia. An educator at heart, Mrs. LaBrie spent the first 
15 years of her career teaching orchestra in Fairfax County, Virginia. She 
holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from St. Olaf College, 
where she studied under Steven Amundson, and Masters of Music in 
Instrumental Conducting from George Mason University, where she 
studied with Anthony Maiello.

As a composer, Mrs. LaBrie’s inspiration grows from many sources 
such as family and nature, but primarily draws from her experiences as 

a music educator. She enjoys creating new music with the goal of being 
educationally sound, pleasing to audiences, and above all, fun for the players. 

She is passionate about sharing music with others and teaching students how to practice with purpose.

Mrs. LaBrie’s compositions have received many accolades including frequent selection as J.W. Pepper 
Editor’s Choice, as well as performances at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Directors Clinic and 
American String Teachers Association Conference. In 2022, she was honored as one of Yamaha’s “40 
Under 40”, for her action, courage, creativity, and commitment to growth in the music education field. 

Mrs. LaBrie is the founding conductor of the Fairfax Chamber Players, and co-creator of “the Big IDEA” 
practice method.  She lives in Fairfax, VA with her husband Joe, who is a middle school band director, 
and their budding musician, Liam.

katieoharalabrie.com labriemusicLaBrieMusic @KendorMusicInc
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Commissioned by the West Potomac High School Orchestra, Alicia Day Javkhlan, director, and ArtSpireVA of Alexandria, Virginia.

a Medley of Traditional Carols and Themes
from Tchaikovsky's The Nutcracker

Arranged by
KATIE O'HARA LABRIE

(ASCAP)
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