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Grade 2

Full Score     1
Violin I     8
Violin II     8
Violin III (Viola T.C.)   3
Viola      5
Cello      5
Bass      5
Percussion     2
   (Cabasa or Maracas, Claves)  
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(The Cowboys)
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Written with beginners in mind, Los Vaqueros (The Cowboys) is a joyful piece in a Latin style that uses 
only first finger notes on the D and A strings. Beginning students will be challenged with some simple 
syncopation and tied notes and they’ll delight in the chance to perform foot stomps and finger snaps. 
Teachers will appreciate the approachable style and important rhythmic and note reading skills that 
this piece promotes. Optional percussion parts are included for additional support. 

Los Vaqueros
(The Cowboys)

dougspata.com

About the Composer
Though he is a clarinetist by training, Doug Spata’s experience as an orchestra 

teacher has led him to compose primarily for strings. His unique style and 
close attention to the educational needs of student musicians have made 
his works favorites among teachers, orchestras and audiences and his 
award-winning music has been performed around the U.S. and the 
world. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. Spata has composed 
many other orchestra and chamber works for ensembles of all sizes.

Doug Spata was born in St. Louis, Missouri on August 1st, 1975 but spent 
a short span of his childhood in Kandy, Sri Lanka - an experience that 

sparked the lifelong interest in world cultures that informs much of his 
music. Mr. Spata’s other interests include, art, movies, and history, all of which 

have influenced his compositions. He currently lives in Ohio.

Wingert-Jones Publications
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Recording available on all major streaming services
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