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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

There’s something both moody and exciting about a winter snowfall, as the slightly melancholy and 
chilly “burying” of familiar objects is contrasted with a thrilling flurry of activity. I wrote this piece 
to capture both of these feelings, along with the hopeful promise of renewal in the midst of winter’s 
icy weather. The principal thematic material comes from an original carol I wrote many years ago in 
Marlboro township, sitting at our neighbor’s Piano during a December evening and looking out at 
the snow-covered fields. After quickly jotting it down in my ever-present music manuscript book, 
the SATB version was performed a few times at Marlington High School and Peace United Methodist 
Church, before laying dormant for a number of years. When coming up with the idea for Winterfall, 
I realized that my original melody could serve as the perfect theme for this restless string orchestra 
winter’s journey. 

The work is all about changing major/minor harmonic colors and recurring mildly syncopated patterns, 
so rehearsals should always aim to make these elements clear. It’s also important to ask the question 
“who has the melody here” (to yourself AND your performers,) making sure the various melodic 
handoffs are clear section to section. I’ve tried to ensure everyone has at least part of the theme 
somewhere in the piece! As with all of my string works, the Piano accompaniment is written to be 
completely optional, but still provides support and extra color when a pianist is available. 

Winterfall is dedicated to the memory of Gloria Woronka (1942-2021,) my family’s close neighbor for 
so many years, and at whose piano it first saw life. I sincerely hope you enjoy this evocative musical 
snapshot of the winter landscape!   

Winterfall

About the Composer
Steve is an award-winning composer, orchestrator, and music director. His 

composing credits include: Evensong (for Choir and Orchestra,) Seascapes 
(RBC Publications,) Frankenstein: The Puppet Opera (Translations Art 
Gallery,) Visions (an oratorio based on the book of Revelation,) Rise 
City Silent, Sing!, College Slam (video game, Akklaim,) and numerous 
commissions for symphony orchestra, wind ensemble, and choral 
ensembles. An experienced arranger for marching bands and show 
choirs throughout the United States and Canada, many of his original 

works and arrangements have been featured in national championships, 
including several Outstanding Music awards at Bands of America finals.

Steve’s musical adaptation of A Christmas Carol is published by Steele Spring 
Stage Rights in Los Angeles and has enjoyed performances at The Players Guild 

Theatre (14 seasons,) New York (Off-Off Broadway,) Los Angeles, and Vietnam (The International 
Choir and Orchestra of Ho Chi Minh City.) As an orchestrator, he has arranged the Grateful Dead 
musical Cumberland Blues (NYMF, NY,) Life Could Be A Dream (Additional vocal arrangements/
orchestrations, LA,) It’s A Wonderful Life (Regional,) and Footloose (Additional vocal arrangements/
orchestrations, Rodgers & Hammerstein Library.) His other credits include: Nunsense and Nunsense 
A-Men! (music preparation, NY,) The Tick (member of the “Tickestra,” FOX,) and Defying Gravity: The 
Creative Career of Stephen Schwartz (consultant and contributor, Applause Books.)

Steve has both Bachelor of Music and Master of Arts degrees in composition from Kent State University.
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