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About the music - - -

When Hungarian composer Bela Bartok (1881-1945) collected the folk music of Yugoslaviain the early part of this
century, henoted the ethnic origin of each tune. This s fortunate forus, because now Yugoslavia has been divided by strife
into separate nations, one of which is Bosnia. Though there are several tunes identified as Bosnian in Bartok’s collection,
only twoareusedin this setting. The firstoccursin the clarinets in measure 7, and is only four bars in length. The other tune
occursinthesolo Istviolininmm. 44-47. All other material is original and was written to bind the two folk songs together
inthis piece.

The tempo at the beginning is not fast, but should not drag either. Atm. 42, the tempo should be slightly faster and the
overall style calls formore ofa“lift”. Atm. 67, returnto the opening tempo. Atm. 75, the upper woodwinds, mallets and
snare drumshouldbe lightandlifted instyle, while all the remaining instruments are playing longer values with slight spacing.

This full orchestra setting of Bosnian Folk Songs was adapted for the Stephen F. Austin High School Orchestra
conducted by Carolyn Vandiver by the composer from the original work for concertband. The work draws attention to
the suffering ofthe young people in Bosnia during the Bosnian War of 1992-1995. Perhaps this music can remind us that
evenwar cannotsilence the joy thatcan be expressed in the simple folk songs of anation. Thetextofthe first folk songbegins
asfollows:

“By Sarajevo there’s a green garden.
Inthat garden there’s awell of cold water,
Bythe well,amarble stone,
On the stone, an aged vase,
Inthe vase three flowers bloomed.”

This transcription for full orchestra was made directly from the score of the original band version. Percussion parts are
virtually unchanged, and it is thythmically and harmonically identical to the band version. Although all of the wind parts are
necessary to give the setting its full complement of colors and voices, by using cues, it can be effectively performed with a
smaller group of wind instruments: one flute, one oboe, one clarinet, one bassoon, one horn, one trumpet, one trombone
and one tuba.

If the number of percussionists is limited, cover the parts in this order: tambourine/triangle/cymbals, bells/vibes, timpani,
snare/bass drums. All percussionists should be sensitive to the different dynamic spectrum typical of an orchestra, and they
should perform more softly than in the band setting. The saxophone solo has been retained from the band version, but it is
cued in the oboe and 1st violin if no saxophone is used.

About the composer - - -

Fred Allen is Director of Bands at Stephen F. Austin State
University in Nacogdoches, Texas. In addition to his responsibili-
ties with the band, he teaches conducting and music education
classes. Prior to his current position, Allen taught at Abilene
Christian University and for eleven years in public schools. His
areas of specialization include literature for bands and intonation of
the wind instruments. TRN has published pieces for band by Fred
J. Allen which draw upon his experience as a public school teacher.
He attempts to present opportunities for expressive playing within
the range and rhythm constriction necessary for young instrumen-
talists. Allen is a member of the College Band Directors Associa-
tion, Texas Music Educators Association, and Phi Beta Mu honor-
ary bandmasters fraternity.
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Snare Drum |-
Bass Drum
Violin I
Violin I
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