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PROGRAM NOTE
The Highland Games is a heroic and daring piece that draws inspiration from the annual Highland Games in Scotland. These games have been 
a part of Scotland’s history for hundreds of years, taking place every summer in locations all across the country. There is dancing, bagpipe 
music, athletic competitions, and a multitude of other events in which to partake. 

The composer writes, “I have always loved Gaelic music and even played harp in a Gaelic music ensemble in college. It was no surprise when 
an energetic tune came to me one day while I was gardening. I immediately saw the Scottish Highlands in my head.”

The Highland Games has a film score-like quality throughout.  Let your visual imagination soar as the music takes us to the Scottish Highlands 
to experience these epic games firsthand.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
The solo violin should take the introduction’s tempo loosely for dramatic effect. I suggest allowing the soloist ultimate expressive freedom with 
your conducting beginning in measure 5. As an option for ensemble precision, you may wish to adjust the tempo to 125 beats per minute as 
you begin conducting in measure 5.

The French horns should play like they are announcing a battle, especially in moments surrounding measures 52, 99, 103, 110 and 114. 

With the repetitive theme, the dynamics play a huge role in the building of the piece. Please be sure the orchestra follows all dynamic markings 
accurately to achieve the highest level of intrigue and effect. Please encourage them to play the piece as if they were recording the score to 
their favorite epic action film!

 

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Jesselyn Joy Dudinsky (born August 7, 1998) is an American composer, songwriter, musician, and producer. Born and 
raised in Panama City, Florida, she has deep roots in the south eastern United States and loves her coastal heritage. She 
graduated from Troy University, where she played piano, sang, and was a majorette in the Sound of the South Marching 
Band. While at Troy, she studied composition under Robert W. Smith. In her senior year she recorded her debut studio 
album, Take Me Away (by Jesselyn Joy).

After graduating, Dudinsky moved to Nashville, Tennessee to pursue a career as a composer and artist. She currently 
works with film composer Kurt Heinecke and producer Dennis Dearing. She is the keyboard player and vocalist in retro 
rock band Dry Campus. Additionally, she is working on her second studio album project. 

Her first orchestral compositions will be released in 2022, titled Water Dance for string orchestra, The Highland Games for string orchestra, 
and The Highland Games for full orchestra.
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