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This piece was commissioned by a close friend of the composer to capture the awe and
known 17th-century French carol, the haunting melody and countermelody weave
themes as humankind is asked to ponder this moment.

y of the Christmas story—a sent to redeem the world. Based on a lesser-
rough multiple time signaturesto capture the ebb and flow of the chant-like

h_blessing in His han

d to earth des
omage to d

As the song develops, it picks up a subtle constant,rhyth rives to the climactic ith the angels rejoicing:

Rank %ost of heaven
spr d on the way...

as ss voice they cry,
lleluia, alleluia,
aIIeIuia, Lord Most High!”
Amidst the hustle and bustle son, you are jnvite perience the serene wonder and mystery of music inspired by these profound lyrics.
NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
-like m a minor key vokes centuries-old awe and mystery. The lyrics ask us to keep silent while contemplating the meaning of a child sent to redeem
§ commission based on a own 17th-century French carol, | wanted to convey the progression from the silence of the recipient (“Let all mortal flesh keep
d with fear and trembli a to the final rejoicing of the heavenly host (“Rank on rank the host of heaven...with ceaseless voice they cry, ‘Alleluia, alleluia,
Most High!"”). Fir S done by having the band empty their lungs of breath, simulating the silence to be present in the moment. Next, | created a haunting

veaves its w. Itiple time signatures, not tied to a particular meter but to the flow of a human chant. The director has the freedom to assign this
line to various solo instru ut also can take the liberty to create a duet, trio, or lines that alternate between different instruments.

This piece is an Wportunity to discuss multiple time signatures and how melodies at times are not tied to a specific time frame. The plainchant melody is then
introduced and weav and out of the melisma. A rhythmic pulse is introduced, gradually taking us to the climactic ending, representing the angels rejoicing. At the
caesura just before measure 84, hold the silence long enough to let the energy of the previous chord fade away. Piano is an optional instrument that can be added to reinforce

the rhythmic mallet parts.

| hope this piece can help create a quiet awe and mystery amidst the many distractions of the holiday season.

Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect. f{—jﬂ ﬁ{‘;’_’:" (Bios on page 17)
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Dedicated to Martin Luther High School Concert Band, Northrop MN, Phil Schult, Director

CHORALE PRELUDE:
“LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE”

Conductor Score
RWS-2489-00
Mysterious =94
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17th Century Plain Chant
Arr. by Kurt Heinecke
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Add additional soloist or switch to different soloist

m Choose 2 or 3 soloists
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Add additional solois

opt. Solo (as directed)
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ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Kurt Heinecke has been a professional composer, musician, and producer for almost 40 years. He
is probably best known for his 25 years of work with Big Idea Productions, as the Director of Music
for the “VeggieTales” and “3-2-1 Penguins” video series. Roles included co-writing songs (i.e. The
Hairbrush Song, His Cheeseburger, VeggieTales Theme Song), writing score (including two full-length
feature movies), performance (that's him playing Larry’s tuba...), programming, and production.
Kurt’s work has sold over 75 million video and audio units, garnered 7 Dove Awards, and caused
more than one student to pick the tuba in beginner band. Since then, Kurt has worked as a freelance
composer and musician with clients such as Disney, Sesame Workshop, Blizzard Entertainment, CBN,
and TBN. Currently he is the Director of Music and composer for Andrew Peterson’s series, “The
Wingfeather Saga”.

Kurt began arranging, trumpet playing, and singing in junior high. By high school he was playing any brass i
find, arranging for a Dixieland band, and directing a German band. He received his BA in music education, with
band and choral conducting, from Luther College. While there, he was president of Nordic Choir, under the directio
Noble. Following college, Kurt was a general music teacher in the Bahamas, a band director in Chicago, a touri
church music director. Kurt has also been the Assistant Artistic Director for Music City Strings, a premier
string ensemble that his two sons have been involved in, touring Europe, China, and Canada, an
winning artists such as Vince Gill, Amy Grant, and Michael W. Smith.

Kurt keeps busy as a freelance composer, musician, and photographer, surrounded
based studio. With his three kids (and two of their spouses) all full-time music
being empty-nesters!

,are adjustimf
ABOUT THE ORCHESTRAT( ‘
g to work in the music indust @ g a particular interest

has found quick success in thatfield, working on several
ideo games as an orchestrator.

himself doing a%of other music jobs, such as
ositions, aw rmances on the piano.
R

Coleman Jackson spent his early life wa
in film music. Since moving to Nashuvill
major motion pictures, television

MUSIC
I%S COMPANY



