RWS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA SERIES

Grade: 5
Conductor Score: RWS-2490-01

Sound The Amen

Traditional
Arranged by
Steve Parsons

L —

Q& misthory @(&b@fifg‘ ODeries

| MUSIC
RY\SS COMPANY




Sound The Amen

Traditional
Arranged by
Steve Parsons

INSTRUMENTATION

CONAUCEOT SCOTB ....vvveiecececectcececte ettt T TrOMDBONE 2.

Piccolo............. ....1 Trombone 3..
Flute 1... b Tuba
Flute 2...... ....1T  Mallet Percussion: Chimes, Bells ...
Oboe 1-2...... ....2 Timpani
B> Clarinet 1. ...1  Percussion 1: BasS Drum........cccoeeeveveveeevenens
Bk Clarinet 2 .... ....1  Percussion 2: Tam-tam, Suspended Cymbal,
B> Bass Clarinet ] Mark Tree, Bl TFE......oveeeeeeeeeeesammrceveveeveee s sansneatiae e 0
Bassoon 1-2..... .2 Violin L, .
FHorn 1-2.... ...2  Violinll.... | A . 6
F Horn 3-4.... ...2 Viola.. . .
Br Trumpet 1 .1 Cello..
BP TYUMPEL 2 oo 1 Double Bass e .
BP TAUMPEE 3 oot 1 0T OO Sl 0 N S
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PROGRAM NOTE 0
Steve Parsons shares insight into his arrangement:

As someone brought up in the church's music, I've always appreciated good classic hymn tun d the sounds of worship. My er was an organist and choir director for over 50

the amen sound from His people again". Nothing about this arrangement should g s to the sincere ion being expressed...| definitely "went big!"

its familiar EE%e To The Lord, The Almighty," particularly the phrase "let

T0 GONDIIG
While I've kept the harmonic structures accessible, ther,ough of po senS|b|I|tyt |ngs fresh and exciting. Balancing the familiar with the new is a challenge |
try to embrace wherever possible, so hopefully, this gives ibi ming. Wh as an opener or closer for a concert or worship service, this arrangement is

designed to dramatically impact your ensemble and audience.

I've scored the brass section as if it were a massive pip e attention t e with the other orchestra sections and within themselves. Similarly, the percussion parts
should be boisterous without completely taking

The string parts have limited divisi, so groups wit

depending on how many players one ilable, but I've tried to help with many tnison octaves and other scoring techniques.

composer page at@sic.com to connect. 5?@%\

ABOUT THE ARRANGER

rsons is an award-win omposer, orchestrator, and music director. Among his many composing credits are: Evensong (for Choir and Orchestra),
nder, Seastadpes, Frankenstein: The Puppet Opera (Translations Art Gallery), Visions (an oratorio), College Slam (video game, Akklaim), and numerous
commissions for symphony,orchestra, wind ensemble, and choral ensembles.

r%

| hope you enjoy Sound The Amen

An experienceghar for marching bands and show choirs throughout the United States and Canada, many of his original works and arrangements have been

featured in championships and state contest lists, including several Outstanding Music awards at Bands of America finals, and numerous featured works
on b(b s “Editor’s Choice” list, and Bandworld’s Top 100.
Steve ical adaptation of A Christmas Carol is published by Broadway Licensing in New York and has enjoyed performances at The Players Guild Theatre (15

easons), New York (Off-Off Broadway), Los Angeles, and Vietnam (The International Choir and Orchestra of Ho Chi Minh City).

As an orchestrator, he has arranged the Grateful Dead musical Cumberland Blues (NYMF, NY), Life Could Be A Dream (Additional vocal arrangements/orchestrations, LA), It's A Wonderful
Life (Regional), and Footloose (Additional vocal arrangements/orchestrations, Rodgers & Hammerstein Library).

His other credits include: Nunsense and Nunsense A-Men! (music preparation, NY), The Tick (member of the “Tickestra,” FOX), and Defying Gravity: The Creative Career of Stephen Schwartz
(consultant and contributor, Applause Books).

Steve has both Bachelor of Music and Master of Arts degrees in composition from Kent State University and is a member of ASCAP and the Dramatists Guild of America.
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For the Voices of Praise, St. Stephen Martyr Lutheran Church, Canton, Ohio
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