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Program Notes
Emperata Overture was premiered as “Overture for Winds and Percussion” 
by the Center High School Band (Kansas City, MO) at contest in Warrensburg, 
MO in the spring of 1964. Emperata Overture had its Midwest Band and 
Orchestra Clinic premiere on Dec. 18, 1964 by the University City (MO) 
High School Band in Chicago, IL.

This arrangement for Full Orchestra was created to commemorate the 60th 
anniversary of the work.

Additional Statements About Emperata Overture
While Claude Smith studied at the University of Kansas, Merrill Jones 
developed a relationship with him in 1962 and was instrumental in getting 
this young man “with great potential” to the Kansas City area. In addition 
to Claude being a very talented band director, he was also a composer. One 
of his two compositions to date was “Overture for Winds and Percussion” 
for concert band. George Wingert and Merrill Jones immediately could 
appreciate the talent of this young composer. W-J was beginning to become 
well-respected as a retailer of printed educational music throughout the 
Midwest and the possibility of becoming a music publisher for an unknown 
composer brought great risk; they had no expertise as a publisher or the 
funds to support this project. However, this was a very unique opportunity.

Several additional challenges faced George and Merrill. From their 
experience, the title was too long, too boring and started with a letter far too 
late in the alphabet. Music stores filed band music alphabetically by title, 
and their perception was the director would have selected a piece before 
they arrived at the “Overtures” on the shelf. The search for a new title was 
under way. It needed to describe the composition as exciting, powerful, 
and begin with a letter early in the alphabet. Kay Wingert, daughter of 
George, created the perfect title, Emperata Overture, using “emperor” as 
her original word.

By August, the piece had its enhanced title of Emperata Overture and 
was featured at the Wingert-Jones Music Sound of Music Band Reading 
Session. The response was over-whelming, and many directors purchased 
Emperata to be added to their band libraries.

The University City (MO) High School Band requested the privilege of 
premiering Emperata Overture on their concert at the Mid-West Band and 
Orchestra clinic. It was a great opportunity, and yet that meant Wingert-
Jones would need to be an exhibitor at the event, an expensive encounter. 
Yet, in December 1964, Merrill Jones packed up boxes of Emperata 
Overture and went to Chicago to be an exhibitor. While major publishers 
had large exhibit spaces with their new and best-selling products, there was 
one exhibitor, Wingert-Jones, who had an exhibit with “one” title and the 
cover was in black and white. 

Joyce Pinnell Martin
Former President/Part Owner of Wingert-Jones

bios on p. 35
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