
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

In orchestral music, there are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download the 
free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.

x
extended position

-
shift

A, [, N
high or low fingerings

,
bow lift/reset

≥ ≥ or  ≤ ≤
hooked bowings

PROGRAM NOTES
Bring on the festivities with Pizzicato Holidays, arranged by Chris M. Bernotas. This wonderful 
medley starts with a hint of “O Christmas Tree,” then leads to “Up on the Housetop,” “The 
Dreydl Song,” “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen,” and “Auld Lang Syne.”

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
Using only the first six notes of D major and easy rhythms, this holiday medley is perfect for 
beginning string students’ very first concert. All sections have an opportunity to play the 
melody and have interesting parts throughout. Violin 2 and viola are doubled, as are cello and 
string bass. A very easy sleigh bell part is included but is completely optional. A wonderful 
selection to ring in the holidays!

Grade ½

Pizzicato Holidays
Featuring Up on the Housetop; Dreydl Song;  

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen; and Auld Lang Syne

Traditional 
Arranged by Chris M. Bernotas

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

VERY BEGINNING STRING ORCHESTRA

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Full Score
 8 Violin I
 8 Violin II
 5 Viola
 5 Cello
 5 String Bass
 1 Piano Accompaniment 

(Optional)
 1 Sleigh Bells 

(Optional)
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