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DANZA da BALLO
Kirt N. Mosier

“Danza da Ballo” specifically translated means a dance in a lively or spirited
style. This original work was written for the 2005 Western Kansas
Orchestra Festival. It clips along ag a good pace giving every instrument a
chance to play with virtuosity.

At measure 35, the viola and celli play a seeping counter melody that takes
the lead from the repetitive dance rhythms found in the violins. At 81 the
song employs a string quartet feature with the orchestral answers much like
a double concerto. The Coda of the piece brings the rhythmic nature to an
exhilarating climax to finish.

This is an excellent piece for contest or festival, and it allows the virtuoso
quartet to shine in the mid section.

About the Composer

Kirt N. Mosier presently teaches for the Lee’s Summit (Missouri) R-7 School District, where he is the director
of orchestras at Lee’s Summit High School and at Pleasant Lea Junior High School. Prior to his teaching
position with the R-7 school district, Mr. Mosier taught nine years in the Raytown C-2 School District. He was
director of orchestras at Raytown South High School and at Raytown South Middle School. Mr. Mosier has
been an adjunct professor for Baker University, where he taught music history. Mr. Mosier is currently an
adjunct professor for the University of Missouri-Kansas City, where he teaches arranging for music education
and masters degree candidates. Mr. Mosier holds a Bachelor of Music Education and Masters of Music in
composition degree from the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

During his teaching career, Mr. Mosier’s groups have performed throughout the United States and consistently
received the highest honor ratings. In 1993, his orchestra won the outstanding performing group at a national
festival in San Antonio. During his tenure at Raytown South High School, the orchestra’s string section grew
from 13 to 105 members.

Mr. Mosier is an active clinician and adjudicator throughout the midwest and south regions of the U.S. As a
composer, he has had works featured at the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic. In 1993, Mr.
Mosier’s piece, Baltic Dance, won the National School Orchestra Association Composition Contest. That same
year, he was commissioned by the Missouri chapter of ASTA to write the All-State Orchestra piece, Revelation.

Mr. Mosier has been Orchestra Vice President for the Kansas City Metro District No. 3 of the Missouri Music
Educators Association and the Missouri state representative for the National School Orchestra Association. In
1995, he was the Missouri state coordinator for the National High School Honors Orchestra, which performed at
the 1996 MENC convention.

Mr. Mosier has several published works for orchestra and wrote the 2004 commissioned work for the Missouri
All-State Orchestra.
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