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Arranger's Notes

Charles Gounod (1818-1893) was a French composer who was well-known and well-
regarded in his lifetime. His legacy included breaking from the grand opera tradition
and influencing the next generation of French composers. March of the Marionette was
originally a piano solo titled Funeral March of a Marionette. Gounod wrote the piece to
make fun of the music critic, Henry Chorley. The marionette dies in a duel, possibly a
musical imitation of a public argument about the merits of Gounod’s compositions. The
marionette’s friends have a funeral for him, creating a procession through the streets,
with a brief stop for refreshments, illustrated in the D major section. This now-familiar
theme has been used frequently in advertisements, movies, and television shows. It
was used‘as the theme music for Alfred Hitchcock Presents television show (1956-66)
introducing dramas, mysteries, and thrillers.

The prevailing bow strokes in this piece range from spiccato stroke to a light brush stroke
forall eighth notes, regardless of articulation markings. Students should experiment
with bow distribution to discover the appropriate placement for different dynamics.
Students just learning the spiccato bow stroke will be more successful if they start this
bow stroke close to their bow hand. Encourage students to discuss the character of the
music and how to bring the storyline to life as an ensemble.

About the Arranger

Caryn Wiegand Neidhold is a composer and arranger for student through professional
ensembles. Her focus includes arranging hidden classical “gems” and composing
music for eclectic styles, including fiddle, rock, and jazz. With an emphasis on learning
technique through literature, Caryn’s music always distributes musical challenges to all
string sections.

Caryn’s background includes extensive work as a middle school educator, Suzuki teacher,
and youth symphony conductor and coach. In addition, she has years of performance
experience as a violist and violinist with orchestras including the Fairbanks Symphony,
New World Symphony, Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, and the Reno Phil. Caryn
enjoys writing articles for music education publications and presenting seminars for
string educators.
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Music for
String Orchestra

Carl Fischer's Music for String Orchestra provides teachers with quality
repertoire for ensemble grade levels %2 to 4%. The music in each grade has
been carefully written and edited, within specific guidelines, so that it will
only use the technical demands for that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and
genres designed to meet all of your teaching and performance needs. Carl
Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writersin
the business. Their music is interesting, fresh and worthy of serious study.
It is crafted to bring out the very best sound from students.

ISBN 978-1-4911-6544-7 UPC

“ CARL FISCHERe casisor - ron score H

www.carlfischer.com CAS159P — Parts

435

7814911165447"> 0160%"9243 6






