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Performance Notes
A 13th floor often doesn't exist in ships, hotels, and skyscrapers due to superstition - but 
you might find the unlucky level in haunted houses! This spooky piece for developing 
string orchestra explores the shadows of this phantom floor, if the elevator mysteriously 
took you there. Listen for whispers of the ghostly Dies Irae motif as players get to practice 
hooked bowing and easy slurs in E minor.

About the Composer
Kevin Ray has been a public school orchestra teacher since 2008. His appointments 
have been at Cooper Middle School (Cobb County, GA), Durham Middle School (Cobb 
County, GA), Cypress-Fairbanks High School (Houston, TX) and his current position, 
Memorial Middle School (Houston, TX). He graduated from the Florida State University 
College of Music where he studied string education with the late Michael Allen (Essential 
Elements for Strings). Apart from his teaching position, Kevin is also an active double 
bass performer who specializes in multiple styles ranging from classical to jazz.
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Music for
String Orchestra

Carl Fischer’s Music for String Orchestra provides teachers with quality 
repertoire for ensemble grade levels ½ to 4½. The music in each grade has 
been carefully written and edited, within specific guidelines, so that it will 
only use the technical demands for that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and 
genres designed to meet all of your teaching and performance needs. Carl 
Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in 
the business. Their music is interesting, fresh and worthy of serious study. 
It is crafted to bring out the very best sound from students.
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