


The Composer

Kathryn Griesinger received her B.A. (cello) and M.M. (music education) degrees from the
University of Akron in Ohio, where she later taught string pedagogy courses as adjunct
faculty. She taught orchestra in Lake Local private and public schools for 13 years, while
freelancing as an arranger and cellist for various ensembles. Kathryn has composed
sight-reading music for regional music festivals, and her pieces have been performed by
honors and festival orchestras in several states. She enjoys writing fun and exciting music
for students that supports developing playing technique. Kathryn is currently the Orchestra
Editor for J.W. Pepper and String Editor for Wingert-Jones Publications in Pennsylvania.

About the Music

The legends of ancient warriors and proud royalty echo in this heroic homage to lineage

and legacy. Forward-moving rhythms in 6/8 time allow students to perfect the skill of

smooth slurred string crossings in groups of three, as well as hooked bowing patterns

at a brisk tempo. A slow, regal middle section features the viola section prominently as

dramatic dynamics and tempo changes diminish and swell, rising and falling like

empires of old. Cellos and upper strings get to practice extended C Z accidentals, as well
asBEandlow-1Fe -Ue*""A® ¢>1iA] >ee U"l...”7 i>Ab Ai>V.. "7 wAAI «
Hints of pentatonic harmonies subtly reference mighty Chinese dynasties, while a noble

motif reappears at the end, broadly augmented for a strong, majestic conclusion.

- Kathryn Griesinger

String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle
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