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The Arranger
Robert D. McCashin, DMA, is Professor Emeritus and former Director of Orchestras 
and Professor of Conducting at James Madison University. He recently retired from 
academe after a 43-year career of conducting and applied string teaching at the 
college/university level. He was awarded JMU’s Distinguished Teacher Award for the 
College of Visual and Performing Arts in 2015. From 1992 through 2016, Dr. McCashin 
was Music Director for the JMU Symphony, Chamber Orchestra and Opera Orchestra. 
He taught all relevant orchestral conducting and academic courses within the MM and 
DMA orchestral conducting curricular core, as well as applied studio strings.

Dr. McCashin, a violinist, has been a successful writer and arranger of educational 
publications, having now published more than 100 works for the Grade I through V 
educational performance levels. He has been a regular guest conductor for a variety of 
orchestral ensembles, including regional and all-state orchestras across the U.S. as 
well as regional professional orchestras. He has been invited to present more than 
30 conducting workshops and seminars for national and state level teacher conferences 
throughout the U.S. Dr. McCashin is the Founder and Past President and former 
National Board member for the College Orchestra Directors Association.

About the Music
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky was a composer of Russian descent, born in 1840. During the 19th 
century, or the Romantic Period as it is known, he came to be hailed as one of the most 
internationally recognized and popular composers of the classical music genre. So much 
so, that in his mid-40’s, he was awarded a lifetime pension by Alexander III. He graduated 
from the St. Petersburg Conservatory at the age of 25.

Tchaikovsky had long been an admirer of Schumann’s Album for the Young, a collection of 
piano pieces based on children’s topics, completed by Robert Schumann in 1848. In 1878, 
Tchaikovsky wrote a letter to his friend Nadezhda von Meck, stating that he too wished to 
make a contribution to children’s music literature like Schumann. The result was a series 
of 24 individual, easy to play, piano pieces to be played by children. Tchaikovsky completed 
the entire set during April and May of 1878. He titled it Album for enfants. The difference 
is that Tchaikovsky wanted his pieces played by children, not for children.

Here, arranger Robert McCashin has selected four pieces from the full set of 24 and 
arranged them as a suite for younger string performers. It is a delightful and endearing set. 
Definitely a work to be added to your string orchestra library!

 

- Dr. Robert McCashin
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Duration: 6:30

PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY
Arranged by 

ROBERT D. McCASHIN
(ASCAP)

ALBUM FOR THE YOUNG
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