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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

David Samuel’s Alley Cat Struttin’ is the perfect opportunity for string orchestras to expand into the Jazz 
world. The classical style of playing doesn’t always produce the characteristic Jazz articulations and 
expressions, so here are some suggestions to sound like an authentic Jazz ensemble:

•   Listen to recordings with your students, especially the Jazz band version of Alley Cat Struttin’.
•   Swing has a Doo Bah Do Bah sound using the upper part of the bow.
•   Use little to no vibrato.
•   Marcato: immediately dampen the string with the left hand.
•   Dot marking, staccato: dampen the string with the bow with a standard staccato bow stroke.
•   Assume legato bow strokes for all notes unless another articulation is indicated. Sometimes
     legato markings are used to clarify articulations.
•   No bow retakes are necessary for double-down bows. Dampen the string with the bow for
    the first staccato note, then continue down bow for the second note.
•   For the glissando or slides, lift the finger out of the string at the end of the slide.
•  A fall-off is when the slide descends with no following note and does not need to extend 
    beyond a whole step.
•  In Jazz, musicians don’t count or think the beat after an eighth note on the & of the beat  
     because it’s too close to the swung note. Mentally counting this rest will usually cause students  
    to add a beat to the measure.
•  If no Piano or Drum students perform, the rhythm Bass becomes the entire rhythm section.  
     Some suggestions to solidify the performance include placing these students in the center back  
    of the ensemble, amplifying the Bass with a pickup or a microphone, and putting several 
    students on this part.

With these suggestions, your string orchestra will transform into a swingin’ Jazz orchestra. Enjoy this 
fantastic music!

Alley Cat Struttin’

About the Composer
Caryn Wiegand Neidhold is a composer and arranger for student through 

professional ensembles. Her focus includes arrangements of hidden 
classical “gems” and composing music for eclectic styles, including 
fiddle, rock, and jazz. With an emphasis on learning technique through 
literature, her music always distributes musical challenges to all string 
sections - go violas!
​
Caryn’s background includes extensive work as a middle school educator, 

Suzuki teacher, and youth symphony conductor and coach. In addition, 
she has years of performance experience as a violist and violinist with 

orchestras, including the Reno Phil, Reno Chamber Orchestra, New World 
Symphony, Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, and the Fairbanks Symphony. 

Having fun at fiddle camp, in rock bands, and in jazz bands fuels her love for bringing diverse music 
to young string orchestras. Ms. Neidhold enjoys composing commissioned works for all levels, writing 
articles for music education publications and presenting seminars for string educators.

cliffviewmusic.com cliffviewmusic excelciamusicpublishing
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Full Score
DAVID SAMUEL

(ASCAP)
 Arranged for String Orchestra by 

CARYN WIEGAND NEIDHOLD
(ASCAP)

Alley Cat Struttin'

Recording available on all major streaming services
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