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PROGRAM NOTES
Does this Piece Make Me Sound Flat? was written to introduce two musical ideas to younger string 
players. Cut-time and flats are two concepts that are not often found in early orchestral repertory, and 
Does this Piece Make Me Sound Flat? allows students an opportunity to learn both skills in an achievable 
and entertaining piece. 

Does this Piece Make Me Sound Flat? is a brief, fanfare-like selection that can be used to introduce or 
review B-flat and cut-time. All instruments play B-flat in both high and low octaves with fingerings 
indicated. All quarter notes should be played full-value with no separation. If the piece is being used as an 
introduction to cut-time, students may benefit from first playing the tune in a fast four and then 
transitioning into two. The beginning chord progression can also be used to discuss the di�erence between 
G-major and G-minor triads 

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Bradd Parton is a nationally-certified teacher with over twenty years of classroom experience. He has 
taught music in various forms from the kindergarten to collegiate levels. Mr. Parton currently serves as a 
middle school orchestra director in Spartanburg (SC) School District One as well as on the adjunct faculty 
at Presbyterian College. He received a bachelor’s degree from Furman University and a master’s degree 
from the University of South Carolina. In addition to music, Mr. Parton is also an active author and 
illustrator having published over two dozen books for children. He has presented his Alpha-Sketch 
educational art programs at schools and conferences across the Southeast. 
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Note: No adaptation or arrangement of this composition, including for marching 
band, may be made without the express written permission of the publisher, C. Alan 
Publications. If you would like to create an arrangement for marching band or other 

adaptation of this composition, please contact C. Alan Publications at
PO Box 29323, Greensboro, NC 27429-9323.

(336) 272-3920 or email licensing@c-alanpublications.com
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