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BLAZE OF METAL

Bryan Sanguinito

PROGRAM NOTES

Everything about this piece screams HEAVY METAL: the tempo, the articulations, the rhythms, and the drum part. It
issimply INTENSE... and likely unlike anything your upper level students have ever performed! Thisisnotan
arrangement, but rather, a heavy metal piece written specifically for string orchestra. As a kid who gre in the 80s,
this kind of music takes me back to some great years! .

| have been teaching orchestra for over 27 years, and my favorite thing to hear is when st say, “This class
rocks!” So | set out to create a piece of music that did exactly that ry se fthe orchestra a
chance to really rock out - especially on sixteenth notes... even the

The drum set part, while optior
this selection, even if they ig

aving a drummer for

are a lot of sixteenth note
ight even be a good idea
that they are able to

This selection is really goi
patterns which require accu
to have your students do so
use their arms the rest of the da

Be sure to have extra bo ece of music is going to tear the

hair off of your bows, this i

- Bryan Sanguinito

Bryan Sanguini sharing his love of string orchestra
music with eleme ’ ¢ g, arranging, and composing. He
currently serves as a ict, where, since 2003, he has
taught string students fr i ildings: ed for six years as the sole

string music instr rint i i eloping and establishing
the orchestra pr

A cum laude graduat i ity in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Bryan pursued his post-secondary
studies with th i delphia). His orchestra students have visited multiple festival sites,
including Dor“rk, Six ure, Busch Gardens, and even Disney World. They have won multiple
awards at regio estivals, twice winning the highly coveted Music in the Parks “Esprit de Corps” award, honoring the
studen that best embodies the spirit of the festivals.

Bryan has served twice as the guest conductor for the Berks County Sixth Grade String Orchestra Festival. For two
decades, he advocated for public school students, teachers, and music programs, ultimately becoming a local and
regional education association president, featuring student musicians at every in-person event he hosted, in order to
stress to other education professionals the importance and power of music education in our public schools.

Bryan and his wife, Laura, live in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, and are happy cat parents. They thoroughly enjoy traveling
(especially to sunny locations), playing trivia, exercising, and discovering new places to eat and foods to try.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The group of four consecutive dotted eighth notes, the glissando, and the caesura at the beginning of this piece set
the tone for the challenge that your students can expect. The rhythmic ostinato of sixteenth notes that begins at
measure 8 in the low strings followed by the four spiccato eighth notes is the foundation for everything else that
happens in this piece, so be sure to really get your orchestra focused on playing exactly the same rhythms and
articulations.

At measure 16, every section of the orchestra plays the sixteenth note melody, including low strings, so again, aim for
accuracy and consistency. Keep the short notes short and the accented notes accented. The countermelody that
the violas start at 20 (and the cellos pick up a little later) should provide a nice contrast, but shoul be played
too legato. Do what feels right with the caesuras throughout the piece, so long as everybody is comi kin atthe
same time, in the same style.

SO w. does happen, be
The introductory theme get . The new sixteenth
note ostinato that first vio ing forward. You will

notice that there are somg ' ¢ i ivisi trive for balance in assigning
who plays which part.

There are not too many times in which the orchestra is playing so
sure to observe the dynamic changes.

The ostinato from measure 8 ¢ introduced 3 i radually crescendos

up until 75. Please observe all the c chang
At measure 75, the sec ith a brand new melody (and extended
crescendo) occurring. Th dthe seconds and cellos pick up at

At measure 91, there are four differ
playing accurately together. Beginni ini ce as loudly as possible.

Thisisatough G ¢ d that teachingthis composition
challenges you al aestra nails it at your concert, it's
going to totally rock!
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Note: No adaptation or arrangement of this composition, including for marching
band, may be made without the express written permission of the publisher, C. Alan
o] I l I | | I foo C.ALA Publications. If you would like to create an arrangement for marching band or other
adaptation of this composition, please contact C. Alan Publications at
PUBLICATIONS PO Box 29323, Greensboro, NC 27429-9323,
engage. educate. inspire! (336) 272-3920 or email licensing@c-alanpublications.com
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