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Program Notes

Alegria is Spanish for elated joy and happiness. The piece includes several important teaching points
which are also interesting listening points. An accented, syncopated, eighth-note pattern is first heard
in the string bass and cello sections. Later, each section takes its turn playing the accented
accompaniment underneath a lively, pronounced, harmonized melody. The introduction and coda
include a short canon on a two-bar syncopated phrase. There is a ritardando and tempo change to
“Flowingly” in the middle of the piece when the mood changes to a more calm sense of joy. However,
before students or audiences get too comfortable, the accented first section returns, transforms into
a canon, and ends in a joyous, accented, rhythmic phrasal punch.

About the Composer

Janelle Zook Cunalata lives in Riobamba, Ecuador, with her husband, Fra
composing, she teaches over thirty instrumental music students from
She received her Bachelor of Science in Music Education from the Pe
her Master of Music from Sam Houston State University at the America lege in Ashland,
Oregon. Before moving to Ecuador, she taught instrumental music in p ools in Bethlehem
and Center Valley, Pennsylvania. In her free time she enjoys cookihg, hiking, reading, and traveling.
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