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Program Notes 
 
English Carol Collage begins with a fiddle tune and quickly introduces the familiar tunes of I saw Three 
Ships, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, and eventually Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming. Tunes are woven 
together to make an exciting collage of sound. The jig feel from the fiddle tune adds an interesting 
flavor in the midst of two familiar Christmas tunes. The middle section of Lo, How a Rose E’er 
Blooming provides a calm contrast before returning to the fiddle tune and an exciting finish. Players 

will need to play with intensity and a strong anticipation of the beat in the 6/8 sections to portray the 
full effect of sound.  
 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Brian Holmes is both a violinist and a music educator. He has had many opportunities to perform as a 
violinist winning the Independence Symphony's Young Artist competition in 1999 and soloing with the 
Independence Symphony. He also had the opportunity to perform in the National Festival Orchestra 
at Carnegie Hall.  In 2001 and 2003 Brian won the Liberty Symphony's Young Artist competition and 
soloed with the symphony on both occasions.   He graduated from William Jewell College with 
degrees in Violin Performance and Music Education, where he also performed as soloist. 
 
Brian spent three years as orchestra director at Truman High School and frequently directs the 
Restoration Strings. Through the years, Brian has taught private violin and viola lessons at home, 
Meyer Music, the Lydia Lovan School of Music, Northland Cathedral School of Music and the Music 
Arts Institute. He has been a member of the MAI String Quartet and plays in the Mt. Zion Chamber 
Ensemble.  Brian specializes in writing for string orchestra and small string ensembles. He has written 
several works which have been performed at high school and collegiate levels around the country. 
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Traditional Carols

arranged by Brian Holmes
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