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PROGRAM NOTE
Based on a story by Amelia B. Edwards, The Phantom Coach tells the tale of James Murray who was grouse hunting in the dead of winter.  
Sudden heavy snowfall caused Mr. Murray to lose his way.  Fatefully, he met a servant man, Jacob, with a lantern who guided him to a 
farmhouse nearby.  James Murray took the advice of the farmhouse master to catch the midnight mail coach at the crossroads nearby.  

After more walking in the bitter cold and snow, the midnight mail coach appeared with four grey horses. Once the coach stopped, Mr. 
Murray boarded and settled into his seat with three men who did not speak a word. What Mr. Murray did not realize that he was now a part 
of a residual haunting: the phantom coach was headed for a crash with him on board.  What he also didn’t realize was that the crash had 
taken place years before!

James Murray survived and awakened to find his wife by his bedside. He never spoke of what happened again! 

  

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
The Phantom Coach was composed as a concert/festival work for young orchestras.  One goal in writing this piece was to give each of the 
sections an important role in the overall performance setting.  While there are some independent lines between the high and low strings, 
reinforcement of note values and dynamic phrasing should be achievable at this grade level.

Avoid a common tendency for the pizzicato lines to rush.  Build to an exciting finish with the accented quarter notes.  

Best of luck with your performance!

RWS Beginning Strings Series

INSTRUMENTATION

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Bryce Newton (b. 1983) is a composer, arranger, and music educator in Dayton, Ohio.  He has been a high school and 
middle school band director since 2006, and currently serves on the faculty of the Kettering City Schools in Kettering, 
Ohio as the Director of Jazz Ensembles and Band Director at Van Buren Middle School. 

Bryce’s compositions for band have been performed across the globe, including works at the Midwest International 
Band & Orchestra convention in Chicago, as well as the Thailand International Band & Orchestra Festival. He was named 
a composer of a “top 100” new work for wind band in 2020 by Bandworld Magazine. Currently, his works are on state 
festival lists in both Texas and Indiana in the concert band and jazz ensemble categories.

Bryce holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. His music for concert and jazz ensembles is 
published exclusively with the RWS Music Company and the C.L. Barnhouse Company. 
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