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About the music —

Four Appalachian Moods was composed in 2002 for my friend Bob Turizziani and his Seneca
Chamber Orchestra of Charleston, West Virginia.

The first movement, Amiable, has an easygoing tune in symmetrical five-bar phrases. Calm is a
fugue (in seven) that follows the Bartok path: build up the voices in layers, then drop them out one by
one. Mischievous suggests a little scherzo, but not too fast, played pizzicato throughout. Its ending is a
nod to Haydn and his rhythmic jokes (like the end of the E-flat Quartet of Op. 33). Exuberant is a barn
dance, all high energy and fleet notes, inspired by the end of Mountain Music of my teacher John Beall.

About the composer -

David Williams wasborn in Enon Valley, Pennsylvania in
1953. He attended West Virginia University where he
earned degrees in rhusiC education, music history, and
musie'compositioi. He studied composition with Thomas
Canniig and Jehn Beally orchestration with William

«“Winstead; musicelogy with Barton Hudson and

Christopher Wilkinsen, and conducting with Don Wilcox.

Wiuliamshas composed aver 100 works including a

»* number of pieces £0r String orchestra as well as music for

f wind band,.chamber ensembles, orchestra, keyboard, and
liturgical functions. His orchestra piece Lost Tales/
Imaginary Dances was commissioned by the West Virginia
Symphony Orchestra and given its premier performance at

the opening of the Clay Center for the Arts and Sciences in

Charleston, WV in 2003. His compositions for strings
include a solo cello suite, a solo violin sonata, two trios for
violin, cello, and piano, and a string quartet. He composed Four Grotesques for Timpani, one of the

most widely performed works for timpani in the last thirty years.

He lives in Dunbar, West Virginia with his wife Joyce. He is a music specialist for Kanawha County
Schools and conducts the West Virginia Youth Symphony’s wind ensemble. Since 1990 he has been the

classical music critic for The Charleston Gazette.



Four Appalachian Moods

Strings
dedicated to Bob Turizziani

1. Amiable

i - David Williams
Lightly, with graceful humor
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I1I. Mischievous
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