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About the composer - 

Tim Shackelton was born in 1952 and raised on the family 
farm outside the town of Walton, NY.  The support and 
influence of musical parents gave him the opportunity to 
pursue instrumental training on piano and violin. 

Mr. Shackelton graduated from Hartwick College in 1974 with 
a BA in music education.  The same year he became director of 
the orchestra program at the Cobleskill- Richmondville school 
district.  He remained in that position for 33 years, retiring in 
2007.  Duringhis teaching career, Mr. Shackelton composed 
many selections for his High School concert orchestra.

He is now actively pursuing a second career in orchestra 
composition.  He has two grown children, Bryan and 
Elizabeth, and resides with his wife Susan in Cobleskill, NY.

About the music – 

     The title Final Ascent was inspired by a recent trip to Alaska where we were given a tour of Denali 
National Park.  We heard the numerous stories of the climbers who challenge the mountain and while 
some climbers are successful, most are not.  The most harrowing part of the climb can be the final ascent 
to the top.  This is a decision that has to be made knowing that bad timing can be fatal.  The challengers 
of this beautiful mountain often talk about the peaceful, ethereal mystique that is part of Denali.  The 
mountain seems to draw the full range of human emotion from ones’ soul as the climb progresses.
     In my music I wanted to capture the sense of urgency and conflict that often exists with these 
climbers as well as the feeling of ethereal elation that is such an essential part of this Denali climbing 
experience.  Please enjoy Final Ascent.
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