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Program Notes 
 
The catapults are in place.  The archers are at the ready.  The sun rises and dawn 
reveals the colorful banners of a rightful king. The intensity builds.  Let the siege begin! 
 
Your students will feel the dramatic tone and intensity of a pending attack as they 
bring life to this exciting original composition for intermediate string orchestra. The 
steady cadence of a march-like rhythm sets the pace beneath a persistent melody of 
steadfast pursuit. In the key of E minor, The Siege offers an enjoyable platform for 
review or even introduction to this key, as well as some easy accidentals. Focused 
dynamic work is important to the piece and will offer students the opportunity to 
develop and refine bow control. Each instrument is featured with its own melodic line 
so that no one is left out of the fun! 
 
About the Composer 
 
Christian A. Williams is a string educator born and raised in South Carolina.  He began 
playing the violin in fifth grade and grew up through the strings program in his 
hometown of Central, SC.  He graduated from Furman University with a Bachelor of 
Music Education – Instrumental with a specialization in strings.  Mr. Williams has been 
teaching fifth grade beginning strings and high school orchestra for seventeen years.  
He is the viola sectional coach for the high school symphony, and teaches violin 
privately.  He also has experience working with middle school students, both 
individually and in class settings. 
 
Mr. Williams began composing, dictating and arranging music in high school.  He 
became a published composer and arranger in 2008.  His music focuses heavily on 
strengthening low strings and providing melodic leadership opportunities for them, 
especially viola.  His compositional focus stems from his work with his students and a 
desire to create music that they are excited about, capable of playing, and takes into 
consideration all sections in leadership roles. 
 
Mr. Williams teaches and lives in Spartanburg, SC, where he spends a lot of time 
reading, writing (he is also a published author), and composing. 
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