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About the music —

One of the more overlooked but important aspects of developing a good technique on a string

instrument is the mastery of chromatic intervals and passages. In Chroma Rag I wanted to give the

developing string player an opportunity to work on these chromatic intervals and passages in a musical

setting that would be enjoyable as well as building this necessary skill set. I chose ragtime for this

musical setting setting as this is also an overlooked area for string players. This also gives them an

opportunity to work on the syncopated rhythms associated with this genre of music.

About the composer -

Tim Shackelton was born in 1952 and raised on the family
farm outside the town of Walton, NY. The support and
influence of musical parents gave him the opportunity to

pursue instrumental training on piano and violin.

Mr. Shackelton graduated from Hartwick College in 1974
with a BA in music education. The same year he became
director of the orchestra program at the Cobleskill-
Richmondyville school district. He remained in that
position for 33 years, retiring in 2007. During his teaching
career, Mr. Shackelton composed many selections for his

High School concert orchestra.

He is now actively pursuing a second career in orchestra
composition. He has two grown children, Bryan and
Elizabeth, and resides with his wife Susan in Cobleskill,
NY.
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