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The Composer

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who equally spans the worlds of
orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music has been performed by groups ranging from
professional symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts, and many
recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the American School Band Directors
won the 2020 NBA William D. Revelli Composition Contest with his work Love

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagem les as

well as university and professional groups thréug > tlng
appearances have included the Midwest Cli i ryborough
Music Conference (Australia), College Band nce, American %I Band Directors
Association National Conference, numerous s ferences, §eatr [I'’Aquila (Italy),
and others. Currently, he is Director of Make i Education for Alfred
and MakeMusic. 3

. 0
About the Music
Written in response to Russia's invasion in rain , this pie Qver $60,000 to support humanitarian relief efforts.
Within months of being written, the piece r d hun reds of pr in nearly every state in the United States as well as many

performances abroad by groups ran le schools t nity bands and professional groups. Below is the original
note that accompanied the announc dco @ piece. Note that Kyiv was originally composed for concert
band, but after numerous req i i ra and absolutely love this setting.

Like so many z e world, ' believe strongly in the ability of one person to make a difference for those in
er 16 years, | ha\évided that it is now time for an official “sequel” to one of my most
oung ban o , 1941. This work was composed in the first weeks of the Russian
i 'c%the entire world has seen senseless tragedy, humanitarian crises, and
e Ukrainian people. This piece, Kyiv, 2022, changes the narrative, where
h is based on the Russian folk song “Meadowlands”) now becomes the
the herﬂeople of Ukraine are represented by the Ukrainian National Anthem and the powerful

ng “Prayer for Ukraine:

Musicians familiar scow, 1941 will undoubtedly hear the intentional parallels between the two pieces,
and | can see eing performed individually or alongside Moscow. Certainly, it will spark a lot of conver-
tions about ity, history, culture, and more. | hope directors are able to use this piece to help students see
ow mus@ly help us relate to the world around us, and also to offer a musical way to support the people

of Ukraine:
— Brian Balmages
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in support of all Ukrainians, their families, and the incredible relief organizations on the ground
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