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 Ride of the Dullahan 
 For Grade 2.5 

 or Multi-Level String Orchestra (Grades 2.5 • 1 • 0.5) 
 by Declan Postlethwaite 

 Instrumentation 

 Part A  Part B  Part C 
 Grade 2.5  Grade 1  Grade 0.5 
 8 - Violin A1  4 - Violin B1  4 - Violin C 
 8 - Violin A2  4 - Violin B2  3 - Viola C 
 5 - Viola A  3 - Viola B  2 - Cello C 
 5 - Cello A  2 - Cello B  2 - Bass C 
 5 - Bass A  2 - Bass B 

 Note from the Editor: 
 This spooky composition works as a stand alone piece for Grade 2.5 String Orchestra, or as a multi-level piece 

 combining the A parts, with the B parts (Grade 1) and/or the C parts (Grade 0.5). 
 The C parts exclusively use only the open and 1st finger on the D, A and G strings. 

 This work contains rights to copy additional parts as stipulated on the copyright page in this score. 
 - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Full Set - $85.00  Extra Conductor Score -  $15.00  Extra Part - $5.00 

 Randall Standridge Music • Jonesboro, Arkansas • 870-558-5035 
 www.randallstandridge.com • info@randallstandrige.com 
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 Ride of the Dullahan 
 By Declan Postlethwaite, for Grade 2.5 or Multi-Level String Orchestra 

 Program Notes: 
 Ride  of  the  Dullahan  is  inspired  by  an  eerie  Irish  folk  legend.  The  story  of  the  ‘Gan  Ceann’,  or  headless  horseman,  is 
 about  a  fiend  with  blazing  red  eyes  who  rides  his  black  steed  through  the  night  carrying  his  own  head  beneath  his 
 arms. He searches for his next victim under the veil of darkness. 

 In  this  piece  you  will  hear  a  collection  of  leit-motifs  and  sounds  which  tell  the  story  of  a  brave  knight's  fight  with  the 
 Dullahan  and  his  eventual  demise.  Listen  out  for  the  galloping  rhythms  of  the  horse,  eerie  melodic  lines  of  the  Dullahan 
 and sudden bursts of energy as swords clash in the night. 

 About the Sound Effects: 
 For the “Wind SFX” students should blow air through their lips imitating the sound of wind, almost as if they are whistling, 
 but without the full strength of a whistle. Have the sounds go up and down in pitch, growing and diminishing in intensity 
 with the thickness of the line. 

 For the “Col Legno + Glissando” students should bounce the wood of their bow on the string while simultaneously 
 sliding their left hand up and down the fingerboard. They are welcome to switch strings ad lib. 

 For the “x” marks - students will play any note on the string indicated. For example,  in measure 35, Celli & Bass will 
 glissando from any pitch on the notated string down to the low E in measure 36.  Similarly, in measure 11, students will 
 glissando up to any (non-specific) pitch. These pitches do not need to be the same as other players in the section. 

 About the Composer 
 Declan  Postlethwaite  blends  together  familiar  sounds  with  a  cinematic  style  to  inspire 
 young  musicians  and  incite  their  imagination  through  music.  A  composer,  conductor, 
 strings  educator,  and  cellist  from  a  small  town  near  Melbourne,  Australia,  Declan 
 writes  music  filled  with  unforgettable  melodies  and  idiomatic  string  writing.  His 
 compositions  engage  students  both  technically  and  emotionally  with  works  that 
 evoke mystical worlds and otherworldly landscapes. 

 A  dedicated  educator,  Declan  works  in  independent  schools  as  an  instrumental 
 music  tutor,  orchestra  director  and  a  facilitator  of  beginner  string  programs  across  all 
 age  groups.  He  believes  in  the  transformative  power  of  music  to  ignite  curiosity,  foster 
 connection,  and  nurture  young  musicians'  growth.  Declan  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Music 
 (Honours) in Composition from the University of Melbourne. 

 His  works  have  been  featured  in  the  2024  and  2025  Australian  Strings  Association 
 Reading  Days,  contributing  engaging  new  repertoire  for  young  ensembles  that 
 balances  fun  with  function.  In  his  spare  time,  Declan  enjoys  playing  video  games 
 with immersive fantasy stories, cooking, and folding origami. 

 His  compositions  span  stage,  screen,  and  concert  hall,  and  have  been  performed  locally  and  internationally.  He  has 
 won  awards  including  the  Melbourne  Recital  Centre  and  Melbourne  Conservatorium  of  Music  Composition  Award,and 
 has  received  commissions  from  the  Melbourne  Composers  League,  Klammerlang  Music  Collective,  Antelodic,  and  the 
 University  of  Georgia  Wind  Ensemble.  His  film  and  television  work  has  also  gained  recognition—most  notably  his  score 
 for the short film  Seeds  , which was nominated for  the St. Kilda Top 100 Short Film Festival. 

 Find out more about Declan at www.declanpostlethwaitemusic.com 
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Ride of the Dullahan
Declan PostlethwaiteScore

Copyright © 2025, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.

Duration 3:20

For Grade 2.5 or Multi-Level Orchestra (2.5 • 1.5 • 0.5)
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œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ

œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
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œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ Œ œ œ

œ Œ œ œ
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œ Œ œ œ

28
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œ Œ œ œ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

28 ,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œn œ œ œn œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ. Œ œœnn œœ œœ œœ œœ. œœ.
œ œ œ. Œ œn œ œ œ œ. œ.

œ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ. Œ œ œ œ. œ.
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œ œ œ œ œ
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œb . œ œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. œ.

œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ. œ.
∑

œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.
œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. Œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. Œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. Œ

œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. Œ
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34
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f

F ƒ
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f
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34
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œb . œ œ œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. œ.
œ. œ œ œb . œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. œn .
Ó Œ ‰ jœb

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. ¿

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. ¿

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. Œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
Œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. Œ

œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. ¿

œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. ¿

∑

∑

∑
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∑
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Any pitch on E string
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,

,

,
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œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ œ. œ œ
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∑
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∑

∑

∑
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∑
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,
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Vln. C
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∑

∑

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
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œ œ .œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑
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∑

∑

∑

38

38

38

∑

F

F

F

F

F

38

‰ œ œ œ -̇œ œ œ œ- œ
Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ œ ˙
œ œ ˙

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

∑

∑
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˙ Ó˙
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œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ œ .œ œ œ

œ œ .œ œ œ

œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó
œ. Œ Ó

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó
œ. Œ Ó

40
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œ. Œ Ó

f

f

f
f

f

f

f

f

‰ œ œ œ -̇œ œ œ œ- œ

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
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∑

∑

∑

41
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œ. Œ Ó

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ œ .œ œ œ

œ œ .œ œ œ

œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó
œ. Œ Ó

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
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œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó
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42
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æ̇ Œ œ# æ
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œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ œ ˙
œ œ ˙

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

∑

∑

∑
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F

F

F
F

æ̇ æ̇
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œ. Œ Ó
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ œ .œ œ œ

œ œ .œ œ œ
œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó
œ. Œ Ó

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. Œ Ó

œ. Œ Ó
œ. Œ Ó

44
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œ. Œ Ó

f

f

f
f

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

45

45

45

∑

˙ ˙

œ œ œn ‰ œ œ
œ œ œn ‰ œ œ

œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙
œ œ ˙

œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

46
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46
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ
ƒ
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ƒ
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