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 The First Astronomer 
 For Grade 4.5, or Grade 3, 

 or Multi-Level String Orchestra (Grades 4.5 • 3 • 2) 
 by Kevin Sluder (ASCAP) 

 Instrumentation 

 Part A  Part B  Part C 
 Grade 4.5  Grade 3  Grade 2 
 5 - Violin A1  5 - Violin B1  4 - Violin C1 
 5 - Violin A2  5 - Violin B2  4 - Violin C2 
 3 - Viola A  3 - Viola B  3 - Viola C 
 3 - Cello A  3 - Cello B  2 - Cello C 
 3 - Bass A  3 - Bass B  2 - Bass C 

 Note from the Editor: 
 This composition works as a stand alone piece for Grade 4.5 Sting Orchestra (Part A), or a stand alone piece for 

 Grade 3 String Orchestra (Part B), or you can combine Parts A, B, and/or C as needed. 
 This work contains rights to copy additional parts as stipulated on the copyright page in this score. 

 - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Full Set - $90.00  Extra Conductor Score -  $15.00  Extra Part - $5.00 

 Randall Standridge Music • Jonesboro, Arkansas • 870-558-5035 
 www.randallstandridge.com • info@randallstandrige.com 
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 The First Astronomer 
 By Kevin Sluder 

 for Grade 4.5, Grade 3, or Multi-Level String Orchestra (4.5 • 3 • 2) 

 Program Notes: 
 For centuries, humanity has been fascinated by the stars, constantly evolving the technology in order to reach farther 
 into space than ever before.   In a time before bright city lights, imagine being the first person to look through a 
 telescope inside a true dark sky area and see our galaxy. 

 The stars have told us stories since the beginning of time. Triumphant tales, epic battles, and lost loves. The sky speaks 
 to everyone in a different way, and as such, this piece has multiple levels to accommodate students of a wide ability 
 range. 

 Whether you are staring at the shimmering clouds of the Milky Way, navigating the violent paths of the asteroid belt, 
 wishing on a shooting star, or just basking in the velvety glow of the night sky, we hope you enjoy following in the 
 footsteps of the first astronomers! 

 About this Piece: 
 The  First  Astronomer  was  written  for  the  orchestras  of  the  Clayton  School  District  in  Clayton,  MO.  It  was  a  joy  to 
 compose this adventurous multi-level piece for their 2025 spring concert. 

 What  I  love  is  that  the  piece  can  be  played  as  just  the  grade  4.5  (the  A  parts),  just  the  grade  3  (the  B  parts),  or  any 
 combination  of  the  three  levels.  Additionally,  if  you  find  yourself  with  a  mixed-level  ensemble,  needing  to  engage  a 
 wide  range  of  abilities,  you  can  differentiate  your  instruction  by  passing  out  any  of  the  parts  that  you  need  and  it  will  all 
 work together! 

 Note  that  the  “Asteroid  Belt”  section  is  in  C  minor,  but  without  officially  changing  the  key  signature.  Make  sure  to  talk  to 
 your students about the accidentals resetting every measure.  Careful!  Several of those B’s are naturally natural! 

 Try  to  envision  turning  the  telescope  and  seeing  drastically  different  constellations  and  celestial  bodies.  Our  galaxy  is  a 
 chaotic  and  beautiful  thing  to  behold.  Share  this  with  your  audience  by  leaning  into  the  changing  moods  of  the 
 different sections and exaggerating the dynamics. 

 I hope you and your students love  The First Astronomer  ! 
 – Kevin Sluder 

 About the Composer: 
 Kevin  Sluder  is  a  Texas  string  orchestra  director  in  the  DFW  area  and  has  been  teaching 
 in  the  public  school  system  since  2007.  His  middle  school  program  in  Frisco,  TX  was 
 named the 2024 TMEA JH/MS Full Honor Orchestra. 

 Born  and  raised  in  Mansfield,  TX,  Mr.  Sluder  obtained  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  music 
 education  from  the  University  of  North  Texas  in  Denton.  A  bass  player  by  trade,  he  also 
 has experience in percussion and guitar, with a deep love of rhythm. 

 Outside  of  the  classroom,  Mr.  Sluder  spends  a  great  deal  of  time  composing  and 
 arranging  music.  He  also  runs  two  podcasts.  Rite  of  String  ,  co-hosted  with  Matthew 
 Moreno,  focuses  on  string  education.  SluderMusic  is  a  showcase  of  Mr.  Sluder’s 
 published  pieces.  In  addition  to  his  work  in  the  “classical”  world,  he  has  written  and 
 recorded several rock/electronic albums that are available on most streaming services. 

 Mr.  Sluder  currently  resides  in  McKinney,  TX  with  his  wife  (and  fellow  Orchestra  director), 
 Bethany Hardwick. In his limited spare time, he enjoys taking naps, camping, and 
 playing video games. 
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The First Astronomer
Kevin SluderScore

Written for the School District of Clayton Orchestra Program

Copyright © 2025, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.

Duration 3:30

For Grade 4.5, Grade 3, or Multi-Level Orchestra (4.5 • 3 • 2) 
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