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Shadow of the Raven
By Doug Spata, Grade 2

Program Notes:

Shadow of the Raven is a cinematic concert overture that propels listeners through a moonlit forest on a frenzied flight.
A turbulent opening theme gives way to a soaring middle section before returning to ' thrilling conclusion, capturing
the raven as it darts, circles, and hunts for prey. The work offers students oppo. ‘ur.ias . > develop skills such as basic
16th-note rhythms, syncopation, and dynamic conftrast, along with engaging bc ving ¢ hallenges throughout. Dark,
energetic, and vivid, this is an exciting journey from start to finish that will keep 7ou ~n e € dge of your seaft!

Notes To the Conductor:
In spots like m. 13 cellos can divide to help cover the bass part as n. eded. 1 the case that you have plenty of bass
presence please omit the lower notes.

Educational Features

e Basic 16th note rhythms

Simple syncopations
Infermediate part independence
Hooked bowing

Dynamic contrasts

About the Composer:

Doug Spata was borin 3t. Louis, Missouri but spent a period of his childhood in Kandy,
Sri Lanka — an e«pe ience that left him with a lifelong curiosity and appreciation for
world cultures . “.ic ¢ nd art. His interest in music composition began at an early age
and led him to . *uay music theory, history and orchestration. Though he is a clarinefist
by trainir > hi years of experience as an orchesfra teacher have led him to compose
primc: iy “or si..igs.

N> Spuid s first published work, Gauntlet, has gone on to become one of the staples of
‘he  fring repertoire and several of his subsequent publications have earned the J.W.
Pepper Editor's Choice award and have been short-listed as part of their “Basic
Library.” Mr. Spata’s music can now be found on nearly every state’s approved contest
lists. His unique musical style and aftention to pedagogical needs has made his works
favorites among fteachers, students and audiences and his music has been performed
around the U.S. and the world. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. Spata has
composed many other orchestral and chamber works for ensembles of all sizes. He
currently lives in Ohio.
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