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 1 - Full Score 
 8 - Violin 1 
 8 - Violin 2 
 3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.) 
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 Note from the Editor: 
 Explore the 16th note - 8th note combinations, marcato style, and syncopation in this programmatic ABA piece. 

 Warm-up suggestions are included in the score as part of the "Getting in Gear Companion Series." 
 *A Cello 2 part that doubles the Bass is available as a free download at randallstandridge.com. 
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Ice Mountain Pass 
By Erica Donahoe, Grade 2.5 

 
Program Notes:  
This wintery piece was inspired by the harrowing journey of crossing a high mountain pass during a raging blizzard. The 
music opens with stormy, driving energy as fierce winds and swirling snow take hold. A contrasting middle section offers 
a brief moment of calm—a glimmer of warmth and the gentle drip of melting icicles—before the opening theme 
returns. In the final moments, the storm surges once more, pushing relentlessly forward until the journey is finally 
complete. 
 
Notes To the Conductor:  
This piece is really meant to feature low strings, and if you have advanced bass players, you could consider allowing 
them to double the cello part for greater difficulty.  Encourage your players to really embrace the articulations and 
dynamics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Composer: 
Erica Donahoe currently directs the New Albany Plain Local Schools orchestra 
program, which serves over 400 string students in New Albany, Ohio. She holds a 
bachelor's degree from The United States Air Force Academy, and bachelor's and 
master's degrees from The Ohio State University. After having served in the Air Force, 
Ms. Donahoe returned to music and has been an active teacher and performer in 
central Ohio the last 15 years.  
      
Ms. Donahoe, a violinist, has performed with the Pikes Peak Philharmonic, the McLean 
Symphony Orchestra (Virginia), Springfield Symphony Orchestra, Central Ohio 
Symphony Orchestra and the New Albany Symphony Orchestra.  
  
Her experience in the orchestra classroom enhances her role as a composer. She has 
created works for string orchestra through many different publishers and her pieces are 
frequent recipients of J.W. Pepper’s editor’s choice.     
  
Ms. Donahoe resides in Ohio with her husband, Kevin, and their children, Annabelle 

        and Jackson. They enjoy hiking, camping, and spending time together outside.  
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