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Program Notes:

The Elf's Day Off

By Kevin Sluder, Grade 2.5

All year long, the elves toil in Santa’s workshop, working tirelessly to make gifts for the ( ood little children of the world.
However, even an elf needs a day off every now and then.

What would an elf do with a full day of no responsibilities? Catch some most.y-c hsc red sun on the frozen beach of
Lake North Pole2 Ride the rollercoasters and eat a funnel cake at SantaWco. 42 C: maybe just stay home and read

the newest novel by Mrs. Claus.

The Elf's Day Off is a fun, sparkly piece that celebrates everyone’s nec 3 for some R&R. Don’'t worry, the elf will return
refreshed and ready to work fomorrow. We expect no delays in y« ur gifts this year.

About this Piece:

This piece was written as a way fo reinforce the cne oC.=.e Eb Major Scale with your students. It's another one of
those scales that we always teach, but rarely have a i arformance opportunity until the grade level is much higher.
Using only the one-octave keeps students in ora fig= pattern the entire time. Basses will have the option to shift to 3rd
position or cross strings in 2 position.

The sleigh bells and mallets are opt_ii |, L 't do add an exira bit of holiday charm.

— Kevin Sluder

About the Composer:

Kevin Sluder is a Texas s.7i.2 rchestra director in the DFW area and has been teaching
in the public school 5, stom since 2007. His middle school program in Frisco, TX was
named the 2024 anr. 2026 TMEA JH/MS Full Honor Orchestra.

Born and rai ea m Mansfield, TX, Mr. Sluder obtained his bachelor’'s degree in music
educatio. . fro. 1 the University of North Texas in Denton. A bass player by trade, he also
has expe ience in percussion and guitar, with a deep love of rhythm.

C ftside of the classroom, Mr. Sluder spends a great deal of time composing and
arrar ging music. He also runs two podcasts. Rite of String, co-hosted with Matthew
Moreno, focuses on string education. SluderMusic is a showcase of Mr. Sluder's
published pieces. In addition to his work in the “classical” world, he has written and
recorded several rock/electronic albums that are available on most streaming services.

Mr. Sluder currently resides in McKinney, TX with his wife (and fellow Orchestra director),
Bethany Hardwick. In his limited spare fime, he enjoys taking naps, camping, and
playing video games.
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