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N ot~ from the Editor:

Melodies swirl together in this d minor 6/8 timc ac ‘er.ure piece. All parts get a chance to shift, while accidentals and
harmonic changes \ rive. the piece from uncertainty to pending hope.
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On the Precipice
By Cooper Ford, Grade 3.5

Program Notes:

On the Precipice centers on the emotions surrounding the uncertainty and societal discord in our current cultural
moment. Yet, there is hope for a brighter future. These feelings are reflected throu¢n energetic rhythms, constant
motion, and melodies that weave between the instruments. After a quiei ai.? in ense opening, melody and
countermelody begin to intertwine, driven by a strong rhythmic pulse. The music . xen ri.yves into a more discordant
and tense section, building tfoward a powerful turning point before refurring *o .he pening material. This fime,
however, the harmony shifts, leading the piece toward a more hopeful o=~ up fing uture.

Note From the Composer:

On the Precipice centers on questions of society and the future. k¢ _xample, how do we handle problems or
disagreements? Is it possible to solve these issues, and if so, how? I or students, what is their vision of the future and how
can they help bring that about? My hope is that this music wii 1.2t only bring about amazing performances, but also
meaningful discussions.

— Cooper Ford

About the Comp sse!

Cooper Ford-is - mi sic educator, conductor, and composer. He is currently the
orchestra di.=zc. > ar North Brunswick Township High School in North Brunswick, New
Jersey, “herc he also teaches classes in music production. He is also on the
condwc. g siuif of the New Jersey Youth Symphony. As a composer, he has written a
varie v of | ublished original and arranged educational pieces for orchestra. Recently,
b beg.i a collaboration with Manjula Ramachandran, an accomplished Carnatic
mMus. tian, fo write authentic & accessible music in the South Indian fradition for strings.
Cooper received his Bachelor of Music in Music Education from The College of New
Jersey and his Master of Music in Music Education from the University of Florida. In 2023,
he was the ASTA/NJ Classroom Teacher of the Year. The following year, he received
the NFHS Outstanding Music Educator Award. Outside of feaching and composing, he
is also active as a guest conductor, clinician, and speaker. He is grateful to his school
music program growing up, where he not only learned the violin and tuba but was
encouraged to explore his interest in composition.
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