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Prem

By Manjula Ramachandran & Cooper Ford, Grade 3

Program Notes:

Prem is based on the raaga Brindavana Saranga (Brindavani Saranga in Hindustani) and is a fusion of Indian (Carnatic)
and Western European styles. Translated “love” in Hindi, it focuses on a spirit of affectiol or devotion, such as parent to
a child, strong friendships, or a deep daffinity for something, such as music. I\ w = or jinally commissioned by the
McKamy Middle School Orchestra in Flower Mound, Texas, to honor an enthusiastic 'ong- me supporter of music in the
community. This uplifting work features rhythmic passages, ornamentations, una 2 v ariety of sections to engage the
entire orchestra and bring forth many of these positive emotions.

Notes to the Conductor:

This piece incorporates the Carnatic (South Indian) style, which may bc = .amiliar to students. To build familiarity, it is
helpful for students to listen to a recording of this piece, as well a. to listen to or watch Carnatic performers. Authentic
Carnatic recordings can easily be found on YouTube.. Studer 15 <t ould also practice the raaga and build a comfort
level and increase pitch accuracy before working through thc's L arts. While improvisation is not used in this piece, it is a
foundational part of the Carnatic style. Having student’ exlore improvisation using this raaga not only can provide a
unique musical experience, but also help strengthen ¢ne  »un‘.iations to learn and perform this piece well.

Tempo terms

There are several terms to indicate tempo '.ao a) in inis piece. These are in Tamil (a prominent language in India) and
commonly used in Carnatic music. The br g1 "ung s * keezh kaala" (keezh meaning down, kaala meaning tempo). This
is commonly known as first speed. “Samic kaaiwu™ (sama meaning equal or same level) is second speed. Mel Kaalam
(Mel is up or high) is fast tfemp~. or tiird .»eed. Practically speaking, the piece will go to a faster tempo at each
marking.

Ornamentation (Gamakas)

Slides are the primary ornament used in this piece, and should move quickly to the pitch. Ornaments are strongly
encouraged, but can be left out if an individual is not ready.

Raaga Brindavana Saranaa
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About the Composing Team:

Manjula Ramachandran (Manjula Mani-Dharmarajan) is a South Indian Classical
(Carnatic) Vocalist and Saraswathi Veena player from South India. As a vocalist, she
is well known for her deep knowledge of handling the Indian Raagas and Taalas
(rhythms), composing in rare ragas, improvisational skills, and classicalism in voice. As
a veena player, she is well known for her Gayaki (singing) style of playing, fingering
technigues, and ability to engage the listener with higi fonal string quality.

Manjula graduated in Music as a String Major [vee ~a) frc n Sree Swathi Thirunal Music
College with State level high score, for whict she ‘~va. av arded the prestigious Kerala
Sangeetha Nataka Academy younc .. ssic an fellowship. She has been a proud
recipient of the CCRT (Cenftre for / _ulturar Research Talent) Scholarship for 8 years
from the President of India. The G vernm: nt of India Department of Culture also
honored her with a scholarship for 2 ye .5 as the best upcoming musician. Manjula is
also a proud recipient of AIR [All\dia Radio - India Government Broadcasting Radio)
National Music Competition » ward with a Music Gradation. She has been part of
numerous recordings an4 live t erformances on radio and television in India and the
USA. She runs her owr In~.an music school in New Jersey where she has infroduced
many young childre » tc *he world of Indian Classical Music.

Cooper Fo d b us been composing and arranging since he began learning the violin
and tru g - at a young age in the school music program in his hometown of
Chk_*ha 2, New Jersey. During that time, he was encouraged by his teachers to
=xplc e his intferest in composition, culminating in the performance of one of his string
¢ ~hestra pieces, "Ballad and Inferno," during his Senior year of high school. Since
ther. he has continued to write for a variety of ensembles, focusing on string and full
orchestra. He is a winner of the ASTA/NJ Composer Competition with "Scenes from an
Unwritten Tale,” which was performed by Sinfonia from The New Jersey Youth
Symphony.

Cooper received his Bachelor of Music in Mus = Education from The College of New
Jersey and Master of Music in Music I'dun~atic from the University of Florida. He is
currently the Orchestra Director at Norfi Bruri, /ick Township High School in North
Brunswick, New Jersey, where he al<o 10 ac: =5 c.asses in Music Production. In 2023,
he was the ASTA/NJ Classroom- T=ac ~er o the Year. The following year, he received
the NFHS Outstanding Music ".ducai r A vard. He is a member of ASTA and NAfME.
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