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Hang Glider

By Kevin Sluder, Grade 4

Program Notes:

Running down a hill intfo the wind, a large sailcloth at your back, you begin to wonder if you're doing it right. Suddenly,
a gust catches your hang glider and the ground is pulled from beneath you. Other thar the gentle sounds of the wind,
the world becomes surprisingly quiet.

Hang Glider is all about the freedom of sailing through the sky, climbing and.an>g \ ith 1he wind. The exhilaration of
the sights, along with the danger (but it's best not to think about that part!. cacse your heart to race.

This exploration of syncopation and soaring melodies will fake you on' 1 ride th 1t you won't soon forget.

About this Piece:
There is so much harmonic and rhythmic color in Hang Glide = S, nccupations run wild throughout, with soaring melodies
and an excursion into the parallel minor key.

This piece can be played with or without drumset, tt oL *h .. drums will definitely add another layer of rhnythmic depth.

About the Composer:

Kevin Sluder is a Texas string orchestra director in the DFW area and has been teaching
in the public school sysferr since 2007. His middle school program in Frisco, TX was
named the 2024 o=~ zo2+ TMEA JH/MS Full Honor Orchestra.

Born and raise ¥ i Mnsfield, TX, Mr. Sluder obtained his bachelor’'s degree in music
education frc m 1.2 University of North Texas in Denton. A bass player by frade, he also
has expenc >0 in percussion and guitar, with a deep love of rhythm.

Qutsii'2 o' the classroom, Mr. Sluder spends a great deal of fime composing and
an Ynging music. He also runs two podcasts. Rite of String, co-hosted with Matthew
Moreno, focuses on string education. SluderMusic is a showcase of Mr. Sluder's
published pieces. In addition to his work in the “classical” world, he has written and
recorded several rock/electronic albums that are available on most streaming services.

Mr. Sluder currently resides in McKinney, TX with his wife (and fellow Orchestra director),
Bethany Hardwick. In his limited spare time, he enjoys taking naps, camping, and
playing video games.
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