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Son of Santa the Barbarian
By Randall Standridge, Grade 3.5

About this Piece:

In 2022, | wrote a piece enftitled Santa the Barbarian. It was originally infended to be a one-off. Sfill, | enjoyed the
character and the universe so much that | wrote two sequels (Santa the Barbarian and the Pirates of the North Pole &
Santa the Barbarian: Snowpocalypse). | really thought that | was done...and then an idea came fo me.

What if Santa the Barbarian had a son? And what if he was very different from his father2 Children being at odds with
their parents or seeking their identity is a common theme, so this idea seemed natural and provided me with a great
structure and theme to work from.

This fourth chapter finds Santa the Barbarian and his son, Nicholas, at odds over how Christmas should be celebrated.
Instead of a holiday full of doom and destruction, Nicholas wants Christmas to be merry and bright. Father and son,
unable to come to an agreement, go to warl The battle rages back and forth as minor mode versions (Santa the
Barbarian) and major mode versions (Nicholas) battle back and forth. But, ho, ho, who will win?

This work combines elements of a great many pieces to tell its tale: Mars, the Bring of War from Holst's “The Planets”,
Jolly Old St. Nicholas, What Child is This2, Deck the Halls, Jingle Bells, Up on the Housetop, Fum, Fum, Fum, and We Wish
You a Merry Christmas (and even portions of the Ukrainian Bell Carol).

One quick note...it would be easy for some to say | am simply writing “more of the same,” but please remember that |
am an educator at heart. When | wrote the 2nd piece and 3rd pieces, | made sure that it had different educational
concerns and concepts than the first one, and that frend has continued here. This work is more advanced than the first
three, albeit slightly, and infroduces more time signatures, fluctuation between major and minor modes, style changes,
and extreme dynamic and expressive moments. The four works are infended to be sequential in development for the
players. | hope this comes through.

Performance Notes:
e Narrafion files are available as free downloads from our website; visit the product page for this piece.

e There is also a percussion frack available on the product page, but live percussionists are encouraged for
performance.

e Throughout the piece 1st violins are given the option of playing an octave higher for differentiation, as well as
musical intent. Opt. div 8va means that you may choose to have some players up an octave while the rest
remain in the written octave. Upper 8va opt at m. 44 means to play as written, with the higher octave opfional.
Note - the 1sts come in at m. 107, optional div 8va, and that continues back to m. 100.

e Atm. 86 performers should do a combination of saying “ho-ho-ho” (8th-8th-quarter) or guttural shouting “ahh!”

e Above all, go for EFFECT! This piece is infended to be over the top, ludicrous, and entertaining. Costuming and
special effects are strongly encouraged
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2. He was raised a Barbarian, Nicholas by name, but he and his father were not quite the same.

1. A long time ago, on a cold winter morn, to Santa the Barbarian, a child was born.
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Young Nicholas thought the holidays, instead, should be merry!

3. While Santa wanted Christmas to remain dark and scary,
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